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“Tch kan’s net helfe, hulf mir Gott! 
Ich musz a’h ebes schreiwe 


Fon meiner’ alte Heemet, dort 
Im Dahl—Ort mei’m Geburt.” 


The loss of earthly parents and home, two things only can atone: 
The everlasting Father, and the hope of the heavenly home. 


NOTE. 


The following Memorials were written because the author could 
not resist it. For many years the facts and pictures they enshrine 
were constantly in his mind and heart, and hence he felt constrained 
to put them into this form. They contain a few records which may 
perish after he shall be gathered to his fathers, and some of these are 
worthy of being embalmed for the future. Thanks are due and ten- 
dered to many persons for information and for courtesies. 

Dish. HH. 

HEILMAN Date, PENNA., March 25, 1900. 
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Descriptive and Historical | 
Memorials of Heilman Dale 


‘By REV. U. HENRY HEILMAN 


+ 


Prefatory Statement 


The gau of. sane Dale lies. partly in the N. E. corner of 
a Annville township,,.and. partly in the N. W. corner of 
‘North ..Lebanon township,- Lebanon county, Pennsylvania. 
Roughly described it-is bounded as follows: On the east by 
the Heilman Dale road running from Gravel Hill to Bohr’s 
Ford at Swatara Creek, on the south and west by Grav el Hill, 
and on the north by Swatara Creek. A small run, fed by some 
twenty-five little rivulets, flows from the south to the.north 
through the entire gau, the last being about five miles long, and 
_ from one to two miles wide. The greater part of the Dale is 

practically level, save along parts of the Cat-tail Run, where are 
“stretches of low ridges and hills. The soil is very fertile, and 
ds well adapted for the cultivation of all the different cereals 
and vegetables belonging to this section of the commonwealth. 
The most picturesque and charming scenery, consisting of 
rolling landscapes, fair fields, shady groves, beautiful meadows, 
and rippling rivulets, substantial homes and growing hamlets, 
may be enjoyed in the broad valleys bounded by Gravel Hill 
and the Blue Mountains. The little gau of Heilman Dale is 
One ofthe most attractive among the many which belong to 
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this magnificent and charming section. Our German fore- 
fathers were skillful hunters of rich and productive lands, and 
while belonging to the common and plain people, they had a 
keen eye and a great hungering for the beautiful. The out- 
come of this is at hand in this section for all who will open their 
eyes, and look at its fertile farms, its happy homes and the 
present prosperity of which they were the heroic founders and 
patient builders. 


2. The Seeking of New Homes 


The causes that led the fathers in seeking a new home in 
America were religious and political, but these would have been 
powerless save for a deeper element in their nature. There 
are two opposing forces in their constitution striving for the 
mastery, the love of home and fatherland, and the “Wanderlust,” 
and these have been distinguishing traits of their life from the 
earliest dawn of their history down to the present time, and it 
was this “Wanderlust,” in connection with their religious and 
political yearnings, that in the 18th century moved such multi- 
tudes of Germans and Swiss to settle in America. The 
majority of the Palatines who left their fatherland between 
1709 and 1800 had to overcome three serious difficulties 
on their arrival in their new homes. These were to earn money 
to pay for their passage across the sea, to secure suitable lands, 
and to build a house and home. The Germans sought the low 
and more fertile regions, and they were good hunters of the 
richest and most fruitful lands. Two facts are worthy of note 
respecting their original houses and homes, the first being that 
they nearly always located in the lowlands. and close to some 
run or brooklet, whilst the English and Scotch selected the 
highlands. The sinking of wells to secure water for domestic 
and other uses would have been very laborious, tedious and 
costly, and hence it was natural that the districts abounding 
in springs and streams would be chosen for the founding of 
houses and homes. The evidence of this may still be seen in the 
original settlements. The other fact is that their houses and 
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barns were, if possible, set and built so as to front toward 
the east or scuth, or as it was said, “Toward the sun.” In many 
cases this was done without any regard for the surrounding 
land, whether hill, or dale or general outlook. This was done 
because it was felt that buildings facing the sun would be 
warmer, more comfortable, and more cheerful, all of which 
is in harmony with the German character. There is no evidence, 
as some have hinted, that the setting of the house and barn 
toward the sun grew out of the fact that their heathen ancestors 
were worshipers of this luminary. 


3. The Early Settlers 


It would be very interesting if it could be accurately 
determined when, how and by whom the first white settlements 
were made in the Dale. There are a few data of early colonists, 
but the times and names are hidden in obscurity. The proba- 
bility is that they came in one by one, and sought and found 
the localities which would best serve their material and spiritual 
welfare. These folk were so much occupied in providing them- 
selves with homes and subsistence that they had no time and 
inclinaticn to record their movements, settlements and strug- 
gles... From a Patent Deed, dated June 1, 1810, issued at 
Harrisburg, by John Cochran, Secy. of the Land Office, and at- 
tested by Rich. M. Crane, Dep. Secy., it appears that a cer- 
tain tract of land in Lebanon township, Dauphin county, called, 
“Crane’s Departure,” was sold to John Adam Heilman, which 
said tract was part of a larger tract, surveyed in pursuance of 
a warrant dated 4th of January 1749, granted to Henry Um- 
berger, whose right thereto became vested in the said John 
Adam Heilman. These several tracts were parcels of a larger 
tract which had been conveyed to the said Crane by William 
Penn, the owner of the province, either for a money considera- 
tion, or for some special service rendered to Penn by Crane. 
This however does not imply that Crane resided on his “De- 
parture.” The successive owners of these tracts were William 
Penn, Rich. M. Crane, Henry Umberger, John Adam Heilman 
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Ist., John Adam Heilman 2nd., John Henry Heilman, John 
Heilman (H.S.), the writer's father, my brother, Samuel P. 
Heilman, M.D., and others..... From a Patent Deed issued 
by the Supreme Executive Council of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, countersigned by Peter Muhlenberg, Vice-Presi- 
dent, and attested by Charles Biddle, Secy., a copy of which is 
in my possession, it appears that on 2Ggth of February, 1788. 
Thomas Clark purchased 150 acres of land, called, “Clark's De- 
light,” which being part of a larger tract, which tract was sur- 
veyed in pursuance of a warrant granted to Leonard Teininger, 
gth August, 1738. This was situated on the eastern shore of 
what afterwards became known as, “The Big Dam,” near the 
Water House. This land is now owned by John L. Saylor, and 
tenanted by Samuel Deininger..... The claim is made by some 
whose opinion is entitled to respect that one of the earliest set- 
tlers of the Heilman gau was Michael Burst, who resided two 
miles north-west of Lebanon, in August, 1729. There are no 
other data to show that others settled in the Dale before this 
time, until John Peter Heilman, in 1732, and John Adam 
‘Heilman,’ in 1738, came and secured virgin land, ‘became 
permanent residents, and thus were the original founders and 
builders of Heilman Dale. The children of these early pioneers 
continue to have and to hold the land and homesteads which 
their fathers founded in the wilderness. . 
. 4. The Cat-tail Run Springs. 

This Run is one of the most beautiful natural works in the 
Dale, and, therefore, claims our first attention. The sunny 
highlands nestling between the low breezy hills some two miles 
north-west of old Steitztown, half-way between, and close to the 
lane connecting the Jonestown and Heilman Dale roads, and 
a short distance east of the Canal Reservoir, near Ebenezer, 
in North Lebanon township, Lebanon county, is the charming 
region where the little springlets may be found which are the 
fountains of the brooklet to which the early settlers gave dif- 
ferent and significant names. These springlets were secretly 
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born in the silent lap of the primeval forests and wilds, they 
were the nurslings of the clouds and dews, the mists and show- 
ers, and the rains and snows of heaven; they slumbered in 
hidden and quiet chambers; they were protected against present 
and distant foes by unseen hands and powers, and thus they 
gradually and finally attained to manhood and usefulness for 
all coming generations. The curious eves of mortal man were 
not permitted to behold how they slept below the arching trees, 
between the green banks of grass and ferns, and amid the 
dark hedges of alders and moss: when they were put to sleep 
and awakened by the sweet vesper and matin songs of the 
warbling birds ; how they sported and laughed within their short 
and narrow cradles, and hence the particular day and circum- 
stances of their lowly birth, their innocent childhood, their 
youthful histories, and their subsequent fortunes and misfor- 
tunes are surrounded with the deepest and most unfathomable 
mysteries. These last belong to the things into which no oné 
desires to penetrate, and to seek and endeavor to unravel them 
would be without any profit. 


5. The Different Names of the Run. 


The fact is well known that in new countries it is difficult 
to find names for districts, mountains, rivers and small streams, 
and hence it often happens that those are chosen which are 
descriptive of some local peculiarities. Thus in the deed of 
Leonard Teininger, dated the 9th August, 1738, this run is 
called, “Clark's Mill Creek.” This name may have been sug- 
gested by the mill, the foundation walls of which still remain in 
the Big Dam at the Water House, and which was the western 
boundary of the Teininger tract in that day. There are no 
known records showing when, by whom and for what purpose 
this mill was built. The run was: also known as “Clark’s 
Ran’< 2 There is in my possession another indenture, showing 
that on the 4th day of January, 1749, there was surveyed to 
Henry Umberger, late of Lebanon township, Dauphin county, 
yeoman, deceased, a certain tract of land on, “Kettle Run,” 


Tek ie an _ b ge | i 3 
fi Tnodenmie york arrest do ar0ne bre 
fHsweng tanigns boldeiorg ot94 5 rod : a 9 chert 
vert auth bas 279 wed,. bas abiersel nese * LAI2IN i ee 
yOr eaonhitern bins booriagen a benigits ‘enh: bow vileubst, Mae ‘ws 
sro sain Teton To eave enol: odT .anoitsieneg gaimoo fle 

aaah gaidar rie) wold senate “rash worst bloded o3 hettinriae ton iw | 


ot ‘bies bes’ 2st bas astD jo ealned neTS oft, noswied = | 
qosle Ot mq sT9W cats wordy: anomn bas arable to aachod Wish . BPN Ro 
ot to, mance etary here THesy Soowe.- ons yd honsaswe Ge ee 
ttle tise wilting hororel bas. baroge vont worl : ‘abiid vnildisw ae 


-ipitazio jams ih raluoitrag, oni saned bre .zotbsts woTisn bas 

tort heorblida . roost “qioelt aintid ytwol viet to esorsiz oe. 
“Hotvetin. Tymtis. aon ‘seenepeediie - en bets. 2atroteiet Inieawoy.. “) eoraaa 
aldatrodiaton zor. bap sasqosh ott div bebovonme sts eonnt 

aro om Apidiw ode ageirlt oii ot gnoled reel seedT .esineteym ri 
row loysnim of rovssbne brs dsoe o! bes, ae of amiesb , .! 
jor yas inottiw,sd binow 


er ect? to comaV! tasrRid edt, & ee. 

tlre atti. ai ai aaiitawos wan oi tals awonpl lew ef Ist att ma a 
arpesiae: Te bog arewht enisiagos aiineib rot eoman boot Ag 
‘ot doihw setolo oie seed tet éonqgad adito. diceonad bas eed 
io beh oct mi aniT eoitinpilupaq Isool smoa to gvitgitsesb eu ‘i 


ion. eid Agx1 semgué. mig od. boteb vogninisT branost 

“oe good sven yam oman eidT .\ ser) id, aanell” .belisa 

ni miginan thige Hid bo ellew noitsbauol add Hine oats. ad betesg 
- prgow: ota tabtiw. bos , senoH sais 9 jas me yi eds 
on 96 gyalT .zeb tera ai: 196% rogninisT. only. Jo, seisbnuiod ‘ 
seoqnag serw wt bits mornw yd iste grtivade ebaos ‘ 
eds” 2s nwadd ozs aw ovr oft), tlissd. aw Mien eit 
gniwoda o1insbat idions noleeseeog, 4m, mi al PD ans ‘an 
ot heyavitie ésw yer, pons aqsaneml, 40 usb. babu mo. teat 
) ction, pKeg 7 op corel be stot UsomH 


412 LEBANON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY = 


indicating that this was one of the different names by which it 
was called. This name seems to have been derived from Jacob 
Kettle, for in a memorandum furnished your Society by Samuel 
Evans, Vice-Pres. Lancaster County Historical Society, the fol- 
lowing entry occurs, to wit: “The lands and mills bot by 
Curtus Grubb from Michael Strow and Jacob Kettle on Swatara 
Creek.” This may explain the origin and use of the name, 
Kettle; Run. A. ah The fourth name by which it was and is known 
is that of “Cat-tail Run.” The long, narrow and winding 
character of the Run, turning around like an elbow when it 
reaches the old Union Canal, a short distance north of the 
Tunnel under Gravel Hill, and the fact that the meadows 
through which it flowed down to Swatara Creek were covered 
with a species of aquatic plant known as Cat’s-tail grass, may 
have led the fathers to give it this singular and unpoetical 
name. But more conclusive is the fact that on a large map of 
Lebanon Borough and North Lebanon Township, published 
by Samuel Moody, 1851, it is named Cat-tail Run. This is 
the most attractive name to the writer because it is so closely 
and affectionately associated with his old home, with the happy 
days of his childhood and with his early youth, and, therefore, 
for him it must always retain the old familiar name, the Cat- 
tail Run. 
6. The Highland Outlook. 


The outlook from the beautiful hill country where this 
little brooklet was born and nurtured, and from whence its_ 
quickening and refreshing waters have gone forth for, no one 
knows how many centuries, is far, and wide and delectable. 
To the south lies the forest-crowned and commanding Gravel 
Ridge, running nearly direct from east to west, and beyond 
this is the busy Lebanon valley, with its thriving towns, villages, 
hamlets and its mills and railways. Towards the northside, 
almost forming a circle, low ranges of broken hills greet the 
eyes. These scattered ranges of pretty little hillocks, some of 
them under cultivation, and others covered with larger and 
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smaller forests, are most picturesque, and present a view that 
One cannot easily forget. This northside country includes the 
following towns and hamlets: Heilman Dale, Ebenezer, Mount- 
ville, Bunker Hill, Meversville, Water Works, Bellegrove, 
Shirksville, Fredericksburg, Jonestown, Jonestown R. R. 
Station, Brosston, Lickdale, Onset, Bordner’s, Silvertown, 
Lemberger’s, Rankstown, MecGillstown, Ono, Harper’s, East 
Hanover P. O., Syner, Valley Glen, Brantville, and Steelstown. 
But the most delightsome outlook from these highlands is the 
country stretching to the north and to the north-west, where 
as far as the eyes can reach, there is a succession of hills, rolling 
landscapes, and meadows, covered with forests, farms, fields, 
hcllows, springs and brooklets, and with waving wheat and 
corn, rye and flax, and crowned with barns, houses and homes; 
and then some ten to fifteen miles distant, extending from the 
far east to the further north and north-west, where this magnifi- 
cent view is cut off by the dark and blue and long curtain which 
rises to the horizon, than which nothing can be more majestic, 
there stand what are so familiar to all the inhabitants of the 
beautiful old northside, and of which no one has ever been 
known to tire, the ancient, the imperial and the glorious Blue 
Mountains! There are very few, if any, views in what is 
known as the Great Valley of the fair east that can surpass this 
magnificent and delectable outlook. 


7. The Cat-tail Run Course. 

The direction in which our humble streamlet flows for the 
first mile of its course is nearly due west, and along the foot of 
the north side of Gravel Ridge to the old Union Canal, an 
hundred yards or more from the northern mouth of the Tunnel, 
where it makes a very short turn to the north, and then runs 
down the Heilman Dale valley in a north-western direction, 
until its waters are swallowed up by those of the Big Dam, 
near the Water House, and afterwards it is lost in the swifter 
floods of the rippling Swatara. The small lake called the Big 
Dam, it must, however, not be forgotten, is a comparatively 
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modern creation or structure, for there are persons still living 
who remember the time when they went afishing along the 
banks of this brooklet before this dam was built, which last 
was sometime before the opening of the old Canal, in 1828. 
The building of this Dam and of the Union Canal, and their 
subsequent use for commercial purposes, it 1s easy to see, 
destroyed not only the original beauty of the Cat-tail Run, 
but also that of the entire valley, and this is true especially 
of its many sweet and pleasant meadows. The heart yearns 
to walk along this brooklet before it was touched by 
the hands of modern progress, for its whole course must 
have formed one of the most delightful pastoral pictures 
in the old days when the hillsides were still covered wih 
their native forests, and the meadows filled with their 
sweet-smelling grasses, and their innumerable companies 
of many-coloured flowers; when the youngsters and 
the elders could devote a quiet hour fishing in its waters, and 
afterwards entertain their friends with their strange adventures, 
merry tales and hearty laughter. Truly these were days of 
simple sport, but they were full of joy. 
8. The Gravel Ridge View. 

There is no valley or gau in the good county of Lebanon 
that is more beautiful and delightsome than that though which 
the Cat-tail Run flows. The fine points of view are so many 
where this claim may be tested and proven that it is more or less 
a matter of taste which is the more charming and commanding. 
The first is on the road leading from Lebanon to the Water 
House, a few hundred yards west of the Keller corner, where 
one can see across the valleys lving between the South and Blue 
Mountains, and which are some 15 miles wide. The second 
and finest is a short distance north-west from the same corner, 
on the road from the Dale to old Hill Church. This outlook 
reaching from the south-east to the north-west, includes the 
South Mountain, the tall spires and stacks of Lebanon, the Dale 
R. R. Station, the western end of Black Oak Hill, the Little 
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Swatara, the Little Mountain, Bellegrove, the Blue Mountain, 
and the Swatara and Indiantown gaps. The gau of Heilman 
Dale from these two points of view is surpassingly lovely and 
enchanting, and any one who has not stood here when the hills, 
and trees, and fields are crowned with their new spring garments 
of growing grass, bursting foliage and fragrant flowers, can 
form any conception of the great majesty and glory which glow 
in the deep hollows and the wide reaches that he between this 
Ridge on the south, and the mystic shadows on the north of 
the long and dark Blue Mountains. The glimmering lights on 
a cloudless winter evening, it is said, may be seen casting their 
bright and bewitching rays over this peaceful and happy Dale 
from more than threescore pleasant homes in which many busy 
and weary men and women and children are contentedly rest- 
ing from their ceaseless daily labours and cares. 


9. The Cat-tail Run Branches. 

The Cat-tail is not only a run where fish are bred and 
caught, but it has a number of peculiar features worthy of a 
passing notice. The first is that it is small as its German name, 
Krickhi, implies. The distance from its springs to the Swatara 
is some five miles, but it is nothing but a Krickli. The second 
feature is that it is fed by an unusually large number of small 
branches, 12 flowing into it from the eastern, and 13 from the 
western side of the valley, 25 or more in all. These branches 
are very insignificant, but their waters continue to flow all the 
year save during seasons of great drought. The writer does. 
not know of a similiar run with so many branches in such a 
short distance. The third and significant feature is that the 
original settlers located and divided the lands in the Dale in 
such a manner that every farm and homestead en joyed the use 
of either the central run, or one of its branches, and in some 
cases of both. There is no necessity for commenting on the 
utility and beauty of this allotment, but it is worth while to note 
that every household, instead of sitting under its own vine 
and figtree, was resting beside its own Krickli, which supplied 
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its cattle, its meadows and its inmates with the most refreshing 
and needful water. The valleys confined to such narrow 
boundaries of which this can be said are very few and far be- 
tween. The conclusion is evident that our thrifty forebears 
must have understood and mastered the real estate business 
much better than many of their modern college bred sons. 
True there may not have been so much money in this arrange- 
ment, but there was much more of real enjoyment and solid 
comfort and more contentment. 


10. The Cat-tail Run Meadows. 

The western side of our little brooklet is bounded almost 
its entire course by a succession of low ranges and hills, 
formerly covered with shady groves, at the foot of which it 
flows down to Swatara Creek; while on the eastern side its 
banks are mostly lined with grassy meadows, which along four 
of its branches stretch out nearly a mile. The Germans have 
always sought and cherished the meadows as the most valuable 
lands, and there is perhaps no landscape that is more pleasing 
than were these old virgin meadows before they were despoiled 
by the demands of modern progress. They were the natural 
abodes of water pools filled with lively frogs and mullets and 
snakes, and their ridges were crowned with buttercups and 
violets, wild hyacinths and dandelions, spring beauties and 
blue flags. The banks of the run were crowded with thickets 
of flourishing alders, poke, thorn, wild cherries, papaws and 
toothsome persimmons. The boys and their fathers were 
drawn to the run by an irresistible impulse seeking to entangle 
the wily fish with hook and line, and with set and scoop nets. 
The only manifestations the youngsters feared, which they 
regarded as omens of some dreadful and dire calamity, and 
which caused them to run home in great haste, was when 
the darkening shadows of the meadows were glowing with 
the mystic lights of some flickering and floating Jack o’lanterns. 
The modern city park with all its artificial glens, walks, drives. 
waterfalls, rockeries and shrubbery cannot compare with the 
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endless riches, the natural beauty and the abounding glory 
of the old and fragrant meadows; for man made the park, and 
our heavenly Father created the smooth and pleasant meadow. 


11. The Busy Cat-tail Run. 

The inference must not be drawn that because this Run 
is a very small stream and seemingly powerless, that it has 
been flowing down to Swatara Creek in an idle and useless 
manner. Down and under the waters of the Big Dam there 
stood in fcrmer times an old mill which in its day and genera- 
tion rendered a most valuable service to the surrounding 
ccuntry. The foundations of this mill remain to this day, 
but have been partly covered with sand and mud. Further 
up the Dale, at the home of John Henry Heilman, formerly 
stood an Oil Mill, to which the flax seed of the adjoining 
ccuntry was brouzht, and from which the oil was extracted 
by crushing the seed between two large stones, the lower being 
hollowed out like a big bowl, and the upper stone fitting into 
the lower, and rolled around on its edge by means of a beam 
through its centre to one end of which a horse was hitched. 
This place afterwards became the seat of a grist and gypsum 
mill, and azain later of a flour mill. The lower part of the 
last remained until a few vears ago, and it was one of the old 
landmarks in the valley. Still further up the Dale stands a 
building erected by John Adam Heilman 2nd, in 1793, which 
orizinally was a Paper Mill. In 1854, on account of the 
widening of the old Union Canal, it was removed to the western 
side of the run, and transformed into a storeroom, post office 
and tenant house. South of the site where this mill formerly 
stood, saw and lath mills were built by John Heilman (H. S.) 
abcut 1843, which continued in ‘successful operation until the 
enlargement of the Canal, in 1856. From this it is apparent 
that the little Cat-tail Run, while furnishing power for these 
five different mills, was a very diligent and worthy servant of 
the people whose farms and homes were scattered through the 
Dale, for it assisted them in grinding their gypsum and corn 
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and wheat, in sawing their lumber and building materials, and 
in fabricating the paper from which some of their devotional 
books were made, and hence it is worthy of some honour. 


12. The Old Union Canal. 

The following part of these Memorials has to do with the 
above Canal. This was one of the first canals in the state, its 
construction was authorized as-early as 1791, and it was finally 
completed in 1828. It was regarded a wonderful work, at- 
tracting the attention and commendation of great engineers, 
and was twice visited by General Washington. The purpose 
of its construction was to connect the waters of the Schuylkill 
and Susquehanna rivers by the use of the Tulpehocken, Quitta- 
pahilla and Swatara creeks, and thus establish a navigable 
waterway between the eastern and central sections of the com- 
monwealth. The distance between the above rivers on the 
canal is 77 miles. The history of the difficulties and delays 
incident to its construction do not belong to our present purpose. 
The rise of the land from the Water House to the Summit 
Level at Lebanon, is some 81 feet, and this required the build- 
ing of 19 lift locks in a distance of nearly three miles, the lift 
at each lock being 4 feet 4 inches, and this section was com- 
monly called “The Nineteen Locks.” The walls of these locks 
were nearly four feet thick, with an inside facing of dressed 
sandstone, cemented together so as to form one solid stone. 
These locks with the necessary ditchings, bridges, wastewavys, 
culverts, aqueducts, feeders, dams, pumping stations, drains, 
weighlocks, lock-tenders’ houses and others cost a vast sum of 
money and labour. This old canal was greatly enlarged in 
1856, when the number of its lift locks in this section was 
reduced from 19 to 16, -having a lift of about 5 feet 4 inches, 
and dams were built across the valley at every lock for the 
purpose of impounding larger supplies of water. The boats 
on the old canal carried from 25 to 28 tons, and on the enlarged 
canal from 75 to 80 tons. The building and operating of this 
old canal formed a great epoch in the commercial and social 
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history of Heilman Dale, and in the adjoining regions and 
towns. During the vears of its greatest prosperity a very ex- 
tensive and profitable traffic was carried on, consisting af 
lumber, grain, merchandise, iron ore, iron, coal, gypsum and 
numerous other and valuable commodities. The Dale was full 
of life and business of different sorts during the boating 
season. 


13. The Union Canal Tunnel. 


The southern end of the Dale, in addition to the com- 
manding outlook which it affords, contains a work that in its 
day subserved not only an important and practical purpose, but 
was regarded far and wide as one of the most notable achieve- 
ments of that early age, and this is the Canal Tunnel under 
and through the Gravel Ridge, which last divides the Lebanon 
valley from the valley of the Cat-tail Run. The fact is note-- 
worthy that it is the first and oldest tunnel in the U. S., having 

een built in 1822 and 1823. This Tunnel was 729 feet long 
before the Canal was enlarged, it was then reduced to 600 feet; 
it was cut out of and through solid rock, and made sufficiently 
wide and high so that a large deck or house boat could pass’ 
throuzh without touching the sides and roof. The openings 
at the south and north ends were arched with heavy stones, 
and high retaining walls of the same material, and these ex- 
tended some distance beyond the openings. This Tunnel has 
always been esteemed as one of the great engineering works 
of its age, and the cutting of it with the simple tools and 
explosives then available compels one to admit that both its © 
conception and construction were the outcome of more than 
ordinary knowledge and skill. The boats were moved through 
it by hand with the use of long poles, and this required strong: 
men and brawny arms. This old, once useful and now’ 
abandoned Tunnel is one of the familiar landmarks of Heilman 
Dale, and thus far, excepting the arches and retaining walls, 
it has continued to defy the wear and tare of time and tide, 
and if it remains undisturbed by the restless hand of this genera- 
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tion it will be able before many more years to celebrate the 
centenary of its construction, therefore let it not be despoiled. 


14. The Reservoir at Ebenezer. 

The southern section of the Dale contains another work 
pertaining to this old Canal which is of more or less interest to 
those who desire to record and preserve local history. .This 
is the fine Reservoir situated a half mile north-east of the 
Tunnel, a few hundred yards from Ebenezer, and a quarter 
of a mile west of the Cat-tail Run springs, from which its 
supplies are received. The construction of this Reservoir was 
undertaken ten years after the enlargement of the old Canal, 
to wit in 1866, in order to increase the supply of the Summit 
Level, which extends from lift lock one, north of the Tunnel, 
for a distance of 7 miles, through Lebanon, to within 4 miles 
west of Meyerstown. The providing of these artificial supplies 
was absolutely necessary for the reason that this extensive level 
was without any natural feeders, that passing through a lime- 
stone formation it was subject to a constant and great loss 
of water through leakage, and that during the hot and dry 
summer season the evaporation was enormous. The loss of 
water from subterraneous leakage was so great that many 
parts of this level in the old Canal were lined with heavy planks 
at the bottom and sides, and this involved the outlay of much 
cash and constant repairs. This and other similiar reservoirs 
were built by the Canal Company for the purpose of impound- 
ing the rains and snows of winter, and the heavy rainfalls of 
the summer, and it is easy to see that the Canal could not have 
been operated successfully without the aid of these artificial 
supplies. The construction of them required the selection of 
suitable locations, some skill, much labour, large expense and 
careful supervision, but they were a necessity to the Canal. 


15. The Big Dam at Water House. 
But it is time to pass from the southern to the northern 
end of the Dale. The first object here that attracts our atten- 
tion is the Big Dam. This was built by raising a high bank 
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across the valley, which at this point is very narrow, with small 
hills on its eastern and western sides, this bank being about 40 
feet hizher than the Swatara Creek which it faces. The Dam 
is a mile long and very deep in many places. A portion of its 
waters came from the Cat-tail Run, but its largest supplies 
came from the Pinegrove branch of the Canal, this branch 
having been fed from three large dams built across Swatara 
Creek; the first having been a short distance above Jonestown, 
and called Finnighan’s Dam; the second was located in the 
Swatara Gap of the Blue Mountains, and was some 40 feet 
hizh and 7 miles long; and the third dam was 7 miles above 
the second, and 5 miles below Pinegrove. From the. foregoing 
it will be seen that all the waters of the Cat-tail Run, and 
practically all of the Swatara Creek were utilized for supplying 
this Dam, and hence its appearance was similar to that of a 
cons‘derable inward lake. The construction of these several 
dams was so arranged that any of their waters not required 
for the Pinegrove branch, and for the Big Dam could be turned 
into the Swatara, and thus prevent both this branch Canal and 
this Dam from beine washed away and destroyed by freshets 
and floods, which last were frequent and furious. This Dam 
has always had a great and wide reputation on account of its 
fish, and many fabulous tales have been told of the monsters 
c2uzht in its waters. From the beginning to the present it has 
always been esteemed as one of the greatest attractions of Heil- 
man Dale. | 
16. The Water House. 

The next object of interest below the Big Dam was locally 
called the Water House and Steam House. The first of these 
was a large stone building containing two immense water 
wheels, some 40 feet high, to feet wide, and with a head of 6 
feet of water, to which four pumping engines, each one being 
of 120 horse power, were hitched, and which forced the waters 
impounded in the Big Dam to the top of a hill 95 feet high, 
from which point it flowed by gravity through an aqueduct 
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constructed of wooden and brick cylinders for four miles to 
the eastern end of the Summit Level, from which it was utilized 
to supply the contingent canal levels, east and north, and the 
numerous lift locks in raising and lowering the boats in transit. 
There were two other large buildings here known as Steam 
Houses containing immense pumps, operated by steam power, 
and which were emploved for the same purpose as the Water 
House. The huge engines and large pipes were hauled from 
Pittsburg on wagons. The amount of water required for the 
Summit Level, and the numerous lift locks, may be imagined 
when it is remembered that there were 53 lift locks between the 
Schuylkill and Lebanon, and 34 between Lebanon and Middle- 
town, and to this must be added 3 guard and 2 weighlocks. This 
may be the place to state that there were 11 lift locks on the 
Pinegrove branch. There was a weighlock at Water House, 
where the contents of boats were weighed, counted, invoiced, 
tolls collected and permits issued for their passage to different 
ports. The home of the weighmaster was here, and repair 
shops for carpenters and smiths. The Water House, as it 
was called, was the seat of a tremendous water power, it was 
one of the necessary factors in order to the operating of the 
old Union Canal, it was a place frequently visited by persons 
of distinction, and by the people of the Dale and the parts 
adjacent it was always regarded with a certain degree of local 
pride and affection. 


17. The Long Aqueduct. 

The water for the Summit Level was carried from the 
Water House through a long Aqueduct, and the local name by 
which this was known was, “D’r Fud’r.” This was 4 miles 
long, and constructed of three different kinds of material. The 
pipes through which the water was forced on top of the hill at 
Water House were made of heavy cast iron, some two feet in 
diameter, and at proper distances valves were inserted to relieve 
them from the great pressure and from bursting. The sections 
of the Aqueduct which were under the ground were constructed 
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of wedge-shaped bricks laid in cement so as to prevent leakage, 
and this work was so.well done that the greater part of it 
remains to the present. The sections above ground consisted 
of cylinders made of white pine staves three inches in thick- 
ness, these cvlinders being three feet in diameter, with air and 
man holes every few rods; they were bound together with 
strong iron hcops, and their elevation at different places along 
the line varied from two to 70 feet. The parts that were ex- 
tended above the fences and trees required frequent renewals 
and constant watchfulness by the repairmen, and they presented 
a very peculiar appearance in the quiet and peaceful country 
when viewed from a distance. The walking on top of this 
Aqueduct at the places of its highest elevation was regarded as 
one of the most daring feats by the youngsters of the valley, 
but it was often done. The volume of water carried from 
~ Water House to the Summit Level by means of this Aqueduct 
was very large, and in the present day it would be sufficient 
to meet the requirements of a very considerable manufacturing 
centre. | 


18. The Great Swatara Flood. 


The branch of the old Union Canal extending from Water 
House to Pinezrove, for a distance of 22 miles, was destroyed 
by a terrible flood on June 6, 1862, which wrecked the three 
dams on Swatara Creek, swept away and ruined long sec- 
tions of the towing path, overturned the Blue Rock aqueduct, 
carried away bridges, boats and houses, drowned a number 
of persons, and thus made it useless down to Middletown. 
This disaster was of such an overwhelming nature that there 
was little prospect of repairing the great damages which had 
been done. But the owners, the Philadelphia and Reading 
R. R. Company, spent the sum of $100,000 in restoring some 
of the losses occasioned by this ruinous flood. After the en- 
largement of the old Canal there were increased shipments from 
the West Branch of the Pennsylvania Canal, “but the delays in- 
cident to the great amount of leakage, and the low stages 
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of water were so detrimental to both shippers and carriers 
that at last, in 1885, the officials of the company reported 
that, The Union Canal is non est, it having been sold out, 
property and franchise, by the sheriff of Philadelphia. Thus 
this old and useful Canal, in operation before the other canals 
of the commonwealth, and which had borne the brunt of many 
floods and financial troubles for almost three quarters of a 
century, now reached and stood in the presence of its dooms- 
day. The works were finally abandoned and sold for a mere 
song, including the masonry of 100 lift locks, 3 guardlocks, 
several weighlocks, together with many valuable buildings, 
expensive machinery, pumping engines, timber, staves and other 
property; all these, including labour, having cost more than 
$6,000,0c0, and this enormous sum melted away from the 
estates of capitalists, widows and orphans all over the com- 
monwealth. This was a sad day for many persons interested 
in this old Canal. 


19. The Union Canal Summary. 


- From the foregoing it is evident that these Memorials of 
Heilman Dale would be incomplete without some account of 
this useful Canal. This old and now abandoned waterway 
ran through the heart of this gau, and it had many and warm 
friends in all its homes. The amount of money expended in 
its original construction and in its subsequent enlargement, 
including the ditching, towing path, waste ways, the many 
lift locks, the tunnel, weighlocks, the four dams on and along 
Swatara Creek, the pumping stations, aqueducts, bridges, 
houses and many others cannot be correctly estimated. The 
problem to be solved in this section was unusual, and the works 
as a whole presented engineering difficulties of more than 
ordinary character. The main and constant problem was to 
provide sufficient water for the Summit Level, and this was 
successfully accomplished in the use of ways and means which 
cannot fail to challenge our admiration. The final abandon- 
ment of this venerable Canal, in 1885, left a wide, deep and 
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unsightly ditch from one end of the valley to the other, broken 
every few hundred yards by the gradually crumbling lift locks, 
all of which is very painful to those who remain of that day 
and generation. But it is difficult to estimate the stimulating 
and beneficial effects it brought to the commercial and social 
life of the community, and hence it is easy to see that this 
good and useful Canal served as one of the great and famous 
institutions of Heilman Dale, and that many persons who lived 
along its banks and dams, who fished and bathed in its cooling 
waters, and who reaped numerous and different benefits from it, 
most earnestly wish it might again be restored to its original 
beauty and glory. 
20. The Old Hill Church School. 

The fact is well known that among Germanic peoples the 
school has always been closely connected with the church, 
the parents taking a lively interest in the education of their 
children, and hence some account must be given of the schools 
of the Dale. One of the oldest school houses stood on the 
site of the present Keller homestead, a quarter mile north-west 
from old Hill Church. This house was erected about 1800, 
it was done by its authority and under its supervision, according 
to the custom of the fathers. The land, consisting of half an 
acre, was bought from Jacob Keller, son of Valentine Keller, 
by certain trustees of the Reformed and Lutheran congregations 
of the above Church, for the establishing and supporting of a 
school for the surrounding community, and on which by a 
general subscription, a suitable building was erected, a part of 
which was occupied by the schoolmaster as his home. On the 
introduction of the Common School System about 1838. it 
was rendered useless for its original purpose, and on applica- 
tion to the General Assembly of the state, an act was passed 
May 15, 1850, authorizing and directing Tobias Kreider, 
trustee, to sell the aforesaid tract at public sale. It was sold 
by the said Kreider to John Keller July 18, 1850, for the sum 
of $412 lawful money of the U. S. This good old school 
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house was built before the present public road was laid out, 
and this accounts for the rather odd position of the present 
- Keller homestead which was erected on the same walls on 
which the school house stood, and hence the cellar walls of the 
present house are more than 100 years old. This school house 
was torn down in the spring of 1851, after a long and useful 
service, and a new one was erected a few hundred yards west 
of the old site on the road to Water House..... The writer 
remembers attending the old school when a small boy, the 
room being oblong, and on the second. floor, with long heavy 
desks, and the master sitting in the middle of the side facing 
the road. He had a long rod with which he could reach every 
scholar, and woe to those who were caught in any sort of mis- 
chief, for they could not evade that fearful rod. For one 
entire week there was no “ciphering’”’ in the school because 
a naughty boy had bought all the slate pencils in the hands of 
the scholars, and none could be obtained nearer than Lebanon. 


This was the only trust into which he ever has invested his 
coppers. 


21. The East Side Schools. 


These consisted of two different schools, but of their true 
history very little of much account is known to the writer. 
The first was located on the Dale road to Lebanon, at the 
eastern end of the Long Lane running from the Keller corner. 
This was one of the first schools in which the writing and 
public reading of compositions was encouraged and practiced. 
Among the scholars in attendance was a large class of very 
tall and stalwart young men, and the rest of the school, includ- 
ing the awkward and timid master, were forced to submit to 
its notions and dictations touching questions of right and wrong, 
or, to use the language of the day, “Take a licking,” and as 
there were no so-called “lickings,” it is easy to guess who was 
master of the school. This house was demolished some years 
ago, and a new one erected a short distance to the south on 
the same road, near Ebenezer..... The second of the above 
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- schocl houses stood in the forks of the Dale and Bunker Hill 

roads, a mile east of the R. R. Station, and nearly opposite 
the house which stands on the farm lately owned by the Rev. 
U. Henry Heilman. This was called the Funck school. For 
a number of years it was a very disorderly and unmanageable 
school, and it became notorious for forcing some of its teachers 
to resign before the expiration of their terms. But, finally, 
one master, Cyrus V. Mavs, somewhat of an athlete, was 
stuiccessful in bringing order out of the reigning disorder and 
confusion, and he did so during the first week of his term, by 
publicly knocking down the ringleader of the unruly boys, and 
from that time onward there was peace and quietness in the 
school. This building was razed in 1895, and its materials 
-used in erecting a new one at the Heilman Dale R. R. Station. 
These schools were more or less of pioneers, and they wrought 
some good in their generation. 


22. The Humberger School House. 

This school was housed in three different buildings at 
different times. The oldest, still remaining and used as a 
' dwelling, stands on the road leading from Bunker Hill to 
Annville, near the south-eastern arm of the Big Dam, and was 
named after Henry Humberger from whom the land, con- 
sisting of 4 acres 5 perches, was secured. The time when this 
school was founded and its history are unknown to the writer, 
but he is the owner of a Pike’s Arithmetic and a fine German 
Psalter used by his father while attending it. The second 
building at this place stood an hundred yards further east, 
on the Dale road running to Water -House, and on the same 
tract. The land on which these school houses stood was 
purchased from Humberger April 1, 1843, by and for the 
Humberger School Association, consisting of Abraham Sherk, 
‘Johannes Huber, Conrad Daub, Jacob Miller, Abraham Fernsler, 
Samuel Focht, Daniel Henning, Joseph Bogar, Henry Heilman, 
Joseph Heilman, Geo. G. Heilman, John Heilman (H. S.) and 
David Bogar. Part of this tract was sold by the above Asso- 
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ciation, October 20, 1856, including a one and a half story old 
log school house, good barn, pigsty, well and pump and other 
puildings for $57.46. The above were subscription or private 
schools maintained by a few families of the Dale and Water 
House, the teachers employed receiving boarding as part of their 
salary. They were the best attainable at the time, some of 
them being unusually well equipped for their work, and the 
services they rendered to the community are still remembered 
and fondly cherished by their grateful scholars. The names 
of some are as follows: Solomon Heilman, William Elliott, 
Augustus Huber, Jacob Gingrich, Daniel Biever, Samuel 
Greenawalt, William G. Ward, Daniel Sheets, William Stewart, 
Joseph W. Crabb, David S. Raber, Joshua Lentz and others. 
This was the first school in the Dale where grammer, geography, 
natural philosophy, algebra, poetry and others of this kind were 
taught, and the old boys will never forget their trials and 
difficulties in reading and parsing Milton’s Paradise Lost. The 
old Humberger was a most excellent school, it had more than 
a local reputation, and many of its pupils received instruction 
and training that was of great value in their subsequent life. 
‘ This second school house has passed away, and a new building 
has come, standing a few hundred yards east of the old site 
opposite the Meeting House of the Old Mennonites. This | 
last belongs to the Public School, and its work and history 
are so recent that some other person must undertake the col- 
lecting of its memorials. 
23. ‘*’S Shool Hous.”’ 

The fifth and dearest school house of the Heilman gau 
stood on the north-east corner of the road leading from the R. 
R. Station to Water House, and on land of our grandfather, 
John Henry Heilman. It was built with the money and labour 
of a few Heilman families and others. It was private property, 
and was originally erected for Sunday School and Prayer 
Meeting services. One of the first Sunday Schools in this 
section was organized at old Hill Church, December 2, 1832, 
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c:mtinued for some two years, then closed until January I, 
I®4I1, when it was removed, reopened and continued in the 
itiding above noted. This last house after a long and most 
wortay service was finally dismantled in 1887. It was the 
custom of the neighbourhood to gather in this house twice 
verv Lord’s Day, either in the morning or afternoon to hold 
a Sunday School session, and every Sunday evening to hold 
2 Praver Meeting service. The two brothers Henry and John 
Heilman (H. S.) were the superintendents and leaders of 
these services for more than 40 years. John never was absent 
s2ve in case of sickness. This house was the common gathering 
place for the community from near and from far, for young 
and old, and to which they were drawn by an irresistible power. 
It was one of the most excellent schools, its teachers and scholars 
had a mind and will to do the work of the Lord, and there are 
many old men and women who still remember and rejoice in 
tne good and lasting lessons they learned here, and who fondly 
look back to this holy house of their childhood, youth and early 
manhood with sincere affection and sorrow, because this old 
nursery of simple learning and humble piety has passed away. 
For a number of years it was used as an academy, A. R. 
Kremer, principal, for the Heilman Dale boys and girls, of 
whom a number were prepared for different seminaries, institu- 
tions and collezes. The smal! and unpretentious frame building, 
with arched ceiling, narrow and high-backed seats, tenplate 
stove and red painted pulpit desk, in which these schools were 
conducted was affectionately called, “’S Shool Hous,” for it 
was the pride of the whole community, and here, from time 
to time, the gospel was prceclaimed by some very prominent 
men, and it was felt by all that it ministered greatly to the 
religious, intellectual and social welfare of the Dale. There 
are very few houses of this kind around which so many, such 
precious and such enduring memories cluster as around tas 
old and beloved “Shool Hous.” The old Sunday School 
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scholars and many others will all heartily unite in the following 
confession of the sainted Dr. Harbaugh: 


“Tch bin draus rum in alle Eck; 

M’r macht’s jo ewwa so; 
Hab awwer noch in kenner schtadt 
Uf e’mol so viel Freed gehat 

Wie in dem Schulhaus do!” 


24. The Old Hill Church. 


There is one old, hallowed and historic spot which, while 
it does not lie within the boundaries of the Heilman gau, be- 
longs to it more really and truly and fully than any other of its 
many works of man or nature. The site of this is about one 
mile west of the Canal Tunnel, half way down the southern 
side of the Gravel Ridge, on a beautiful shelf-like level space, 
and which, according to the claim of the fathers, corresponds 
very closely to the typography of the holy city, Jerusalem.. 
This is the holy home of quaint old Hill Church, surrounded 
by its graveyard, and in which last more than five generations 
of the adjoining country are buried. This venerable spot is 
the sacred place to which the dwellers in the valley and others 
have come to worship their heavenly Father for nearly two 
hundred years, and to and into whose churchyard they were 
borne and buried whether they died at home, or far away from 
their native hearth. It is a very pathetic sight to behold the 
dead from the Dale being carried to the bed in which their 
fathers are sleeping, but it is doubly so to see them being 
brought from the east and west, and from the north and south 
to be laid at rest among their departed kindred. The longing 
for the old home and church seems to grow with the passing 
of the years, and hence the last and earnest request of many 
dying persons is that they may be gathered to their fathers. 
The writer dare not venture to record the numerous sacred 
and sorrowful memories that cluster around this hallowed 
spot in such great profusion, where more than five generations 
of his kindred, and neighbours and friends are quietly resting 
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from their labours and sorrows, and patiently waiting for their 
resurrection and glorification at the coming again of our divine 
Lord. The feelings of the Dale as to old Hill Church are most 
touchingly and beautifully brought to our view in the following 
lines from an old Zuzenhausen hymn: 


“Im schonsten Wiesengrunde “Sterb’ ich, in Berges Grunde 
Ist meiner Heimat Haus. Will ich begraben sein. 
Da zog ich manche Stunde Singt mir zur letzen Stunde 
In’s Thal hinaus. Be:’m Abendschein: 
_ Dich mein stilles Thal Dir, o stilles Thal, 
Gruss’ ich tausend Mal! Gruss zum letzen Mal!” 


25. Some Hill Church History. 


According to some authorities the first church on this 
beautiful hill was built in 1733, but others claim it was not built 
until 1743-1744, the church having been dedicated August 12, 
1744. But be this as it may, it was the earliest in this section, 
and taking the earlier date, it was founded 17 vears before 
George Steitz began his work at Lebanon, in 1750. Originally 
it was nothing but a rude log cabin, but it became-the fruitful 
mother of churches in this entire region. Religious services 
doubtless were held at an earlier day in private houses as was 
the custom among the first settlers. The people went to church 
in companies as a protection against the Indians who made 
many inroads from the northside at that time. “Settlers who 
came to service on a Sunday.morning, built a huge log fire on 
the outside of the church, and in order to warm themselves sat 
on the bare ground on logs. By the side of the officers, there 
were hanging up on the window posts two or three cowhides, 
so that if any dog should presume to enter the sacred pre- 
cincts, he might be quickly and unceremoniously expelled from 
the premises. The minister went into the pulpit with a gun by 
his side, and all the members arriving at church carried their 
muskets,” some remaining on the outside and acting as sentinels. 
This log cabin was afterwards remodeled and transformed into 
a larger and more commodious structure, in 1789, John Adam 
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Heilman 2nd, being master builder, and this served its purpose 
until 1837, when a new square brick church was built, which 


has galleries on three sides and one of the old-fashioned wine- 
glass pulpits. The church erected in 1837 has been continu- 
ously used until the present time, I1g09, and more than two 
generations of worshipers have served their Lord in this old 
spiritual home. During the present year, 1903, the Reformed 
congregation is engaged in erecting a new church for its own 
exclusive use, a short distance from the old site, and on the 
crown of the hill, where it will enjoy an outlook that cannot 
be surpassed. The sandstones from the old Union Canal locks 
are being used for its walls, and the design is chaste and beauti- 
ful. The corner-stone was laid August 9, 1903, and it was 
dedicated July 24, 1904. The internal part of this church is 
comfortable, consisting of modern furniture, a Sunday School 
room, memorial windows, and a pipe organ. The Lutheran 
congregation continues to worship in the old church Or 1837, 
and of which the Reformed congregation still owns the half. 
The history of Hill Church extends over a long period, and it 
cannot be fully narrated im the present Memorials which are 
chiefly concerned with the gau belonging to Heilman Dale. 


26. The John Peter Heilman Family. 


‘The next part of the Dale claiming attention is its central 
section and heart. This has been the seat and home for 176 
years of two Heilman families, who doubtless descended from 
the same ancestor; they were the owners of a large portion of 
the gau, and in consequence of their past history are entitled. 
to some special notes. John Peter Heilman, the first settler and 
founder of his family, came from Heilbronn, Wurtenberg, Ger- 
many, sailed on the good ship Samuel, Hugh Perry, master, 
landed at Philadelphia, August I1, 1732, purchased 300 acres 
of land bordering on one of the largest west side branches of 
the Cat-tail Run, and part of which was owned by one of his 
descendants of the fifth generation, to wit, Cyrus Heilman. 
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The original house and barn built by the said John Peter are 
said to be still standing. The last was born about 1713, was the 
father of 13 children, one of the founders and an elder in old 
Hill Church, died about 1782, and is buried in the graveyard of 
this church. The following, among others, belong to his de- 
scendants, viz: Anastasius, born March 3, 1742, and died March 
[5, 1815; John George, born August 6, 1780, and died August 
13, 1858; Joseph George, born March 1, 1807, and died March 
8, 1894; and Henry Snavely Heilman, born April 28, 1838, the 
last residing at Sunnyside, on Quit.apahilla Creek, two miles 
west of Lebanon, in the old and large stone mansion built by 
John Stoever, 1795, a son of the Rev. John Casper Stoever. 


‘For the past five generations the different members of this 
‘family have been engaged in agriculture, save that latterly a 
number have followed the business of teaching, editing, clerk- 
ing, milling and others. This branch of the Heilman clan has 
not neglected the biblical injunction to be fruitful and multiply 
on the earth, and its children are quite numerous, very useful 
and good citizens, true to its traditions, and its fuller history 
would be both pleasant and profitable. Joseph G. Heilman of 
the fourth generation was skiliful as a worker in wood, and 
was the owner and operator of the John Stoever grist and flour 
mill, built 17G¢0, on the Quittapahilla Creek, at the home of his 
son, Henry S. Heilman, its present owner. The last is also the 
owner of another large grist and flour mill on the same creek, 
erected by the Rev. John Casper Stoever, 1737-1740, and who 
was the founder of old Hill Church. The above Joseph George 
began the collecting of a large and unique library of old and 
rare books, now owned by his aforesaid son. This is one of the 
largest libraries of its kind in this section of the State, and 1s 
said to contain from 3,500 to 4,000 volumes, besides a great 
many and most valuable manuscripts. The present owner of 
these treasures deserves much credit for the time and patience 
spent in continuing the good work of his father, and in largely 
increasing this collection, which he is always ready to open and 
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explain to the numerous visitors who come from near and from 
far to browse among these precious records of the past. 

The following are noteworthy: a number of the famous 
Ephrata prints, including the celebrated “Martyrer Spiegel, 
1748,” and others; a fine collection of old and rare Bibles and 
Catechisms, among them the Sauer Bibles of 1743, 1763, and 
1776; a complete series of German Almanacs from 1745 to the 
present; then, ““Mystiche Sprueche,’ by Conrad Beisel, pub- 
lished by B. Franklin, 1730, and of which only one copy is 
known to exist; “Ein Sermo von den Nleiner Brode,’” by 
Martin Luther, preached and printed at Wittenberg, 1523: a 
New England Primer, a copy of which some years ago sold for 
$2,500, as well as a great many others of equal value and_in- 
terest to the lover of books ancient and rare and historic. 
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The second of the Heilman families to settle in the Dale 
was John Adam Heilman, immigrant and founder in America, 
and forebear of the writer. This family from early times be- 
longed to the Order of Franconian Knighthood, its name was 
enrolled in the genealogical register of the German nobility ; the 
fragments of its history have been found for more than a 
thousand years previous to 1305, when Veit, the Heilman, ob- 
tained from the Emperor Albert the honour of knighthood, a 
nobility diploma, and the right to a coat of arms, which last is 
still in its possession.* | 

This Veit was a noted physician, and hence was called Veit, 
the Heilman. The best authorities give Heilman as a synonym 
for Medicus (Lat.), or Doctor (Eng.), and hence Veit means 
the cure-man, or Heilman, and according to the custom of the 
middle ages this definitive title became the family or surname, 


*The name of this knighthood was derived from Franconia, one of the four 
great duchies of the old German Empire.. It lay chiefly in the valley of the 


\ 


Main, but extended west of the Rhine, heing bounded by Saxony on the north | 


and Alamannia or Swabia on the south. It broke up into various small districts, 
named Palatinate, Wurzburg and others. 
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and consequently it has retained this name for the last 600 
years. During the middle ages it owned large possessions in 
Swabia, Bavaria and the Rhine countries, including several 
_nobleman’s seats, which it had acquired as booty in divers ways, 
and named as follows: Heilmanseck, Heilstein, Heilsdorf and 
others. 

In this and earlier periods of its history it produced a nurr- 
ber of notable men, to wit, Andrew and Anton Heilman, who 
were partners of Gutenberg, 1400-1468, the inventor of pr :t- 
ing, Andrew being the owner of a paper mill, and possibly sup- 
plying Gutenberg with paper; Allerich Heilman, who about 
1485 was a prominent member of the German Order of 
Knights, at Margentheim, an old town on the Tauber, where 
the master of the Teutonic Order resided until 1805; Ferdinand . 
Heilman, who in 1488 was Abbot in the monastery at Martin’s 
Cell; John, the Heilman of Heilsdorf, who in 1509, with his de- 
scendants, was deposed from his high position for opposing the 
wild and lawless schemes of the Emperor Maxmillian, and who 
thus became one of the leaders in the struggle for human 
freedom.* 

Then Hieronimus Heilman, who near the close of the 15th 
century was commander of the military forces of the Emperor 
Frederick III; a certain Heilman who is one of the prominent 
characters in “Der Graue Mann,” part 16, in the works of Johan 
Heinrich Jung, otherwise called Heinrich Stilling; Ludwig 
Heilman, who in 1512 wrote a celebrated hymn in triumph 
of the Reformation, which is an acrostic of 13 verses, each one 
beginning with the successive letters of his name. The follow- 
ing singular chronicle indicates that the implied canonization 


*The so-called treason for which the above John, of Heilsdorf, was degraded 
from knighthood by Maximillian, called the last of the German Knights, doubtless 
grew out of the facts that he refused to follow his overlord in his warfare against 
the Venitian Republic, and because not only he, but the electors, princes and 
representatives of the imperial cities resisted his vague schemes to revive chivalry; 
and hence, finally, in the Diet held at Worms, in 1485, the emperor was forced 
to create an imperial chamber for the government of public affairs. This sort of 
treason in that age and under such circumstances was less of dishonotr, than a 
mark of personal integrity and Christian heroism. 


1008: desl otis et omiser ‘eins ‘heen rake nig . 
ot anoleeseeod sp'tel hemo vi eags stbbiew oft gatiyO — 
bprewoe gribufoni sorrianos seid okt pie 1a sid 
(eiew wievil at-cood ag botivpos bed a anit, se e'n16IHD 
bee’ inobelisH siisteliott ane wollot ea banisn 


tn ecubiony th _—, zit To dosti contest we renee 
ody yrertlioll notrA. bre Gerba dt of 19m ‘sidston to ved 
“wichig to 1etmevnl oft 80p1-00, 1 pradnsinD to e19atsq stow | 
wquie ediseod bre vie ogqng 5 lo 1900 odf yiiled WotbaA. oF 
moda onw namie rohaliA itaqeq Hw grodasivd gniyiq’ 
to tahtiO mame er bo redimem imonitor « esw eBpr = 
stodw jedueT alt nn arwor blo ns tiodsmegisl te idginAl i 
branibysl ; 2082 Iitm bebiser toh1O sinotneT oi Yo 1Stesm oat 
angel is cotesnom ont gi soddé.anw 86p1 si orlw .nesiliol = 
“ob ail rity ogi mM ‘oi JrobalioH to nacilisH oct dol iD 
‘agit ytizagqo 1 noitiéod agit! sid. mon! beaegeb- esw atanbnsdé 
Orla bing. ysiiiieres 1 rertogitict srt to asinorioe eeslivel bas biiw — - 
rigeeneyel sot calle onli itt erobnsl alt To sno” stmeosd eudt 
*mobsort  & 
tg: orf? to seals ont team ort derilieHl entninoiH medT |? 
te) roegett SD sit lo asso? vrsiiline sr to rebRamines enw yusimes. . 
traning ort to eno et dilw nemnlisH Hisingo 8’; Wy ayhoberd 
““megtol to Whow ot at Or req “Janell sneny al” ai etoteiets | 
‘grebal ogniline doiimeH * belie eivistio spout dotinisH — 
dgmuint of acrel betgideles g stow &YET at ortw nemiligH 
ono fobs esersy £1 to otiactoe m8 ef Motily notsmotadA att? to 
u; -wollel sdT  origa’ ait Yo etotiol ovieegoatia, ont sity aninniged ln 
“nolissinonns anaget Silt ert axneold, b i 


ce <achioh tein ik ane 
gestroheevdy con Sosinioft 9 aes vt to tit oY ads 
teieny pieliaw abd it | syalro ai ard “resi ft 1 basalts a , ral 
bng g92n .erotowly oft met cod 3 soe s" Fe 
ee. S¥iveT oO indo: asain ahah beats ride 
Peau yen Pl 
“De Pee ail ‘ 
b ibid ad te’ 


436 LEBANON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


was made in the Roman Catholic Church before the German 
Reformation, when in two of Christopher Sauer’s almanacs for 
1745 and 1746, and opposite April 7, the name Heilman is 
listed in the column of the saints of the Church; and finally the 
Heilman coat of arms, on which are emblazoned two figures of 
South American Indians, strongly indicates that some of its 
members were conspicuous in the famous Welser and Fugger 
expeditions to Venezuela, in 1529. The status of this family in 
the middle ages may be of very little interest to some, but it 
cannot be ignored, because it forms a most vital part of its 
history, and its sons and daughters have reason to be thankful 
that their ancestors were useful and worthy men in Church 
and State in their generation, and in an age when this was at- 
tended with countless and constant perils. 


28. Some John Adam Heilman History. . 

The immediate ancestors of the above John Adam were 

Hans Dietrich, born about 1630; Hans Dietrich, born March 

4, 1664; and John Jacob, born October 24, 1687; all of whom 
lived at Zuzenhausen, Baden, Germany.* 


To John Jacob Heilman a son was born November 20, 
1715, who was baptized November 20, 1715, and received the 
name of John Adam Heilman. The last left his native town, 
Zuzenhausen, April 30, 1738, then in his 23d year, to emigrate 
to America, sailing in the good ship, Snow Two Sisters, James 
Marshall, commander, from Rotterdam, last from Cowes. The 
company consisted of 41 men, 30 women, 23 boys and 16 girls, 
in all 110 persons. Before leaving his fatherland he received a 
certificate of good character from the Burgomeister of Zuzen- 
hausen, signed by all the members of the town council. After a 
tedious voyage he arrived at Philadelphia, September 9, 1838. 


*The name Zuzerhausen signifies Father House. The town is over 1.100 years 
Id, at one time it contained a Roman settlement, and as early as July 8, 77%, the 
emperor Charlemagne donated some land for religious purposes. Then it was 
the site of a fortress or castle, of which relics have been found, and the seat of 
a Bishopric. The population from 1770 to 1894 varied from 527 to 1047. Purg, 
Stadt und Dorf, Zuzenhausen, by Rev. John Philip Glock. 
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but being a redemptioner he was forced to make some arrange- 
ments to pay for his passage across the ocean. This having 
been done, he, sometime in the autumn of the same year, settled 
in that part of Heilman Dale which now lies in North Annville 
township, Lebanon county, Penna., where he secured 366 acres 
of land consisting partly of rich meadows, and partly of fertile 
uplands, for which he paid the sum of 66 shillings current 
money, and the greater part of this land continues in the posses- 
sion of his descendants, who are now in the sixth generation. 
The exact locality where he built his humble house and home 
is in the south-east forks of the Cat-tail Run and one of its 
branches coming from the east, and on land which afterwards 
was inherited by his son John Adam 2nd, and again afterwards 
by his grandson, Philip Heilman, our maternal grandfather. 
Here he departed this life September 25, 1770, at 4 o'clock 
A. M., at the age of 54 years. He was buried in the cemetery of 
old Hill Church, where a large and fine sandstone was erected 
to his memory by his descendants. The house he erected for 
his home is still standing, not on the original spot, but was re- 
moved to land owned by our father. The story of this venerable 
and sacred house will receive the attention it deserves in one of 
the later sections of these Memorials. 


29. John Adam Heilman 2d. 

There are few families that do not have one or more 
among their members who, on account of one or the other 
trait, stand out and above the rest, whom the others esteem as 
their representatives, and who attract the attention of the com- 
munity. Such a person was John Adam Heilman 2nd, born 
August 2, 1745, O. S., and died October 4, 1827. His house 
stood close to the Cat-tail Run and one of its branches, and 
being a man of some imagination and mechanical skill he was 
not slow to utilize their waters for his bodily comfort and en- 
joyment. Hence he built a small dam across one of these runs, 
placed a waterwheel at the dam, hitched a wire to this wheel, 
ran the wire into his dining and bedrooms, in each of which 
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he had placed a small fan, and the revolutions of the water- 
wheel set into motion the fans, and, consequently, whenever 
the old gentleman desired to dine pleasantly or take a quiet 
nap in flytime, he was master of the situation, and could eat 
and sleep peacefully, and without using the language sometimes 
heard at such times. He also invented or constructed a small 
and portable weaving stool, used at home and among his chil- 
dren and neighbours, for the purpose of weaving narrow web-. 
bing of various kinds. Then he was the builder of an Harpsi- 
chord which must have been a great novelty in the gau. These 
fans, weaving stool and harpsichord indicate that he possessed 
a very considerable amount of inventive and constructive skill. 


The fact is noteworthy that he served as a lieutenant in the 
War of Independence, his commission being dated 28th August 
1775, and he belonged to the Second Battalion of the so-called 
Associators organized for the protection of the Province of 
Pennsylvania. The following in his own handwriting appears 
on his commission: “Den 27th August 1826 ist es 50 Yahr Das 
ich als Saltad war In Ney york um die freyheit helfen zu 
verteitigen. Adam Heilman 1826.” This was August 27, 
1776, the day on which the battle of Long Island was fought. 
He also took part in the battle of Fort Washington and prob- 
ably in others fought around New York in the autumn of 1776, 
and in January 1777. The Pennsylvania-Germans, as is well 
known, saved the cause of the colonies in that terrible struggle. 


But his crowning quality is that he was capable of leading 
in public praver. The Germans have always been a praying 
people, but it was their custom to attend to their devotions in 
the “Kammer” and in secret, and any private person who in 
that age could lead in public prayer was regarded in the ligit 
of a saint. It is worthy of record that he was in the habit 
of going to Schaefferstown, some fourteen miles from his 
home, to attend and take an active part in the prayer meeting 
held in that good old village. 
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30. A Sketch ef John Heilman (H.S.) 

Among the different excellent men of the Dale there was 
one person who in view of his conspicuous activities and his 
leadership in its affairs is worthy of some special notes, and this 
was John Heilman (H.S.) He belonged to the fourth genera- 
tion of his family in America; was the son of John Henry 
Heilman, son of John Adam 2d, son of John Adam Ist, immi- 
grant; born at home November 12, 1813, baptized February 
27, 1814, confirmed June 6, 1829, married Catharine Heilman 
March 30, 1836, and died February 18, 1886. From early 
manhood he was the author and leading spirit of the business, 
educational, social and religious movements in the Dale. He 
built large saw and lath miles at the Canal which were suc- 
cessfully operated from 1843 to 1854, when he sold his water 
rizhts to the Canal Company on account of the enlargement of 
its Canal; established a general store, and the first local Post 
Office, in 1858, in the old Paper Mill which had been removed 
to the west side of the Canal, and named it, Heilman Dale; 
was the founder of the Dale R. R. Station, to which the Post 
Office was removed, and here at different times an express 
office, grain warehouse, coal yard, grist mill, creamery and 
picric grove were operated with a large business; was Station 
Agent and Postmaster from March 7, 1870, until his death; 
one of several founders of the Heilman Dale Creamery Associ- 
ation, and of which he was a director and its president ; a school 
director of his township, and on its building committee; a 
director of Lebanon National Bank; a trustee of F. and M. 
Colleze, Lancaster, Penna., from 1853 to 1886, a member of 
its Committee on Buildings and superintendent of its campus; 
financial agent of the College from October 12, 1855, to June 
6, 1857, during which time he sold many of its scholarships, 
and a trustee of the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S. from November 10, 1870, until his death. 

Then he was one of two superintendents of the Dale S. 5. 
and one of two leaders of its prayer meeting for more than 
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40 years; the teacher for a long time of a large adult Bible 
class; an elder in Hill Reformed Church; a frequent delegate 
to the classis and synods of his church, and in addition he 
filled other positions of public confidence and trust. He. 
devoted much of his time, energies and means to the welfare 
of his church and her institutions of learning, and enjoyed their 
confidence and esteem. For many years his hospitable home 
set in beautiful grounds was the resort of many students, 
ministers and numerous other persons in public life, and many 
of those who took part will never forget the delightful gather 
ings and discussions held on the wide and cosy front porch 
of his pleasant house and home. 

He was strong bodily, intellectually and spiritually ; a man 
of forceful character and personality, seeking the society of 
the intelligent and Christian; a diligent reader of good literature ; 
a deep thinker; a vigorous debater; a wise counsellor; a man 
of clear and decided convictions; “diligent in business, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord”; pure and upright in life and 
character; modest and reserved in manner and speech; genial 
and gentle in disposition; the friend of the poor and distressed ; 
the first person in the Dale to give his children a collegiate 
training, and to provide his sons with a professional education ; 
and above all’ a most earnest and humble Christian, who was 
highly gifted in family and public prayer, who excelled in 
addressing Sunday Schools and their conventions, whose godly 
instructions and wise counsels continue to bring forth good 
and refreshing fruits, and of whom his co-workers and friends 
in the church were pleased to say: “He was one of the most 
widely and favorably known elders in the Reformed Church.” 

31. The Remaining Heilman Families. 

The na:nes of six different Heilman families are recorded 
in Rupp’s 30,000 Names, who from 1732 to 1749, arrived at 
Philadelphia, some of whom settled in Lebanon county, some 
in Montgomery county, where the Register of the old Augustus 
Lutheran Church, at the Trappe, contains the names of 40 
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Heilmans, and still others who found a home in different parts 
of Pennsylvania, and elsewhere. The children of John Peter 
and John Adam Heilman increased until they numbered fully 
17 families of this name, the lands of all these save one adjoined 
each other, and, consequently, the central section of the Dale 
was almost entirely taken up with their possessions and homes. 
Beginning at Water House, and on the west side of Cat-tail 
Run, the names are as follows: Jacob Heilman, Mrs. Lindsay 
Black (nee Heilman) Elizabeth and Mary Heilman, Joseph 
Heilman, Michael Heilman, Daniel D. Heilman, John Henry 
Heilman, George G. Heilman, Jacob Heilman, Joseph Heilman, 
Joseph Heilman, Jr., and Henry Heilman; and on the east 
side of the same Run, beginning at the southern end of Big 
Dam, were Daniel F. Heilman, Philip Heilman, Samuel Heil- 
man, Jonn Heilman (P. S.) and John Heilman (H. S.) This 
list, which includes none but the names of heads of families, 
indicates that in its day the gau was a veritable Heilman Dale. 
The above several families belonged to different churches, 
had their varied personal affairs, but they were of one blood 
and language, and were marked and known by a certain 
similiarity of countenance. They lived together in peace and 
quietness, they were diligent and successful in their vocations, 
‘helpful to their neighbours, attached to their new fatherland, 
and taken as a whole their character and reputation in the 
community and elsewhere were such that all their sons and 
daughters are more or less proud of their forebears. 


32. The Other Families of the Dale. 

Thus far these Memorials have been confined to the lands, 
homes and works bordering on Cat-tail Run and its branches, 
but there were numerous other families and homes in the Dale, 
but of these not even a partial notice can here be taken for the 
reason that it would lead us too far afield. These families con- 
tributed their part to the general welfare and peace of the 
community, to the churches of which they were members, to 
the county of which they were most worthy citizens, and if it 
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were possible a very good account could be given of their 
lives and labours. The recording of their names must suffice, 
and this will be helpful in recalling many interesting facts and 
incidents pertaining to their history. The names of some who 
resided on the west side of Cat-tail Run, commencing at the 
southern end of the Dale are as follows: Henry J. Light, 
Joseph Snavely, Joseph Kreider, John Keller, James Elliott, 
Joseph Schoch, Benjamin Ward, Jonn L. Meyer, Abraham 
Meyer, Christian Gingrich (maker of grain cradles), John 
Benson, Joseph Bogar, Gideon Rupp, Adam Leibig (engineer), 
Samuel Focht, Lindsay Black (merchant), George W. Black, 
Henry Barnhart, Christian Herr, Henry Blouch, David Light, 
Andrew Naise, Dietrich Niebling (nail smith), and Adolphus 
Shied (Napoleonic soldier). The following are names of some 
who lived on the east side of the Run, beginning at the southern 
end of the Dale: Lewis Yingst, Christian Light, Joseph Bom- 
berger, Abraham Bomberger, Jacob Umberger, Jonathan Um- 
berger (veterinarian), David Umberger (locktender), Jonn 
and Martin Funck, John Bohr (giant blacksmith), Jacob Heck- 
endorn (carpet-weaver), Adam F. Yeagley (tailor), Benjamin 
Kline, Misses Lantz, John Gingrich, John Miller, Abraham 
Fernsler, John Maguire (canal supt.), John Rupp, Joshua 
Sudberry, Aaron Gingrich, John Unger, Adam Hershberger, 
Samuel Light, the Rev. Isaac Gingrich (Mennonite minister), 
a number of locktenders along the Canal, and possibly some 
others. 
33. The Smithy and Store. 

In addition to Cat-tail Run, the Old Union Canal, Water 
House, and School Houses, all of which have been partly 
described, two other places call for a passing notice. The first 
was the small smithy, standing on the land of John Heilman 
(H. S.) on the opposite side of the Canal from his house. 
The proprietor of this was a foreign German, named Dietrich 
Niebling. The trade of this smith was confined to one particu- 
lar article, and which is no longer made in the form and style 
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then in vogue. He made the old-fashioned and very useful 
wrought iron nails, with large and broad heads, which were 
used chiefly for clenching purposes. He was a master of his 
trade, as well as of the smoking of his little German pipe, with a 
copper lid and goose bone stem, and also of entertaining his 
callers and customers with countless and endless stories, and, 
consequently his humble little smithy was much frequented by the 
community..... The second public place was the quaint little 
store at one of the old Canal locks, of our whilom friend, 
Lindsay Black. This was a general store, where dry goods, 
gfoceries, candies and other articles were most temptingly 
displayed to catch the eyes and purses of his customers. He 
was the first of all the merchants in this section of the state, 
who bezan the importing of his wares from foreign countries; 
for whenever he had any hesitating buyer his claims and argu- 
ments were that he had imported all his sugars, coffees, muslins 
an1 calicoes from China and Japan. The guileless women were 
helpless for they could not disprove these claims, and many 
of them appeared to be very glad for the rare opportunity of 
purchasing what had been brought from such distant and 
mysterious countries, and thus be able to eat and wear the 
same things as their more favoured Philadelphian, New Yorkian 
and Parisian sisters! 


34. The Social Centres. 

During the past 176 years of its history, there were dif- 
ferent business and social centres in the Dale. The first 
naturally was at the home of the founder of his family, John 
Adam Heilman Ist, and this must have continued throughout 
his life and that of his son of the same name. The record of 
what was said and done at these gatherings of the fathers 
would be intensely interesting. During the third generation 
the centre passed from the east to the west side of the Run, 
and to the home of John Henry Heilman, a son of John Adam 
2nd. This was the house and home to which the neighbourhood 
was drawn for many years. Here was a mill seat, and the local 


7 


EDS 


lwisen spew vihlieitinaitcit: ott sbertt th cnmane wr 
gion toidw .2bsed beoxd bes ogisl ditw alinm mot Menai 
sirl Yo todesnt & 2ew7 OH .2920qmq@ yridonels ro} visits been 
g diiw .syiq namrad ol1til eid io geislome ot loves iow as Shaw 
ail yrtininiieias to dele bas «rote snod sz0eg bas bil toqqoo ail, 
ibas .2sitote eesibrro: brew azolino2 rlyive aTanojen> bas 2tsitso ; 7. aia 
ofl} vd botrsupei down asw ysivime olsdil oldruatl aid yltrompaenoo 
oltti! inisup alt eave soe oildug basse oAT ......Utinuenimo> 
— bnsivt sdlistwe suo to elgel lens) blo oft lo sno ig s10}8 — 
2zbooy wb ovedw /st0te! Istsn9g 8 eaw 2idT . Aon'a yaebai] 
ignitgerss « s¢00 stew egloiins tsdio bre asibns> 29m 
sti evermetens eit Yovseemsq bre 2e79 orlt dots of perdu 
ainte ort lo nolioee ein ai etastioiom odd Is to te1f oft esw 
szoitgnnon myistol mort aoew ei io pnitogemi Sit megsd onlw 
~igis bne ecnists dab yequdzgnizetiesd. ons. bed od toveaadw s0l 
etilann: osteo ersgue eihtie betaege! beri onl jar stow ainorn 
Tow nected eestsiing oT xeqel brs enid) mort sootise has , 
vomit bustymisl seeds syorgeitb tom bltoo, vot toh eesigio® 5 
to vikraroqqo sie? erlttot bslg wey od)? berseqgs mot io 
bis tngiei dove movt idguoid med bed terlw gnieslowd - 
ott mow bas a9 ot gids od. aud? brs eshinyoo évofeteynt 
nsplteY we ron: borpovst stom risds 2s epnidyomse 
ies sep | _levoeie nizing bas 
pene AtatedR oAlT ae ; 
Hb sow’ ovorlt ~vroiid ati to ets9y OCF tesq set gril 
tet ofT .oleQ orlt ai eontnao Iniooe bas eeoniend Insist 
nrlol celia? ett to tebmuot oft Yo ssnod ont ts enw vilstwise 
| trodgnomit benrtiinos sve! teu eile be get osmiioH mebA 
Yo bideor odT .omen’ omee oct to nde eith Io tart bas stil eid 
erorlied oi? Yo agairsiding seal? is snob bas bise esw talw 
notieynge bits sli grind -griiesroImt ylsensim sd blueow 
uA sli io obie seow ort oF teso'orlt mott boeesq ovingo oft 
riabA-arol to nea « .tiemlioH yineH ndol iosmod odtot bas = 
hoorhmodigisn oly doitw of sriod bas senod or esweidT bas” 
lsvol gals bres 3658" Sie 8 ea s1oH .21a9y seat SNe > aoe 


SOE «hers 
A SNR ac se 5 


444 LEBANON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


and unofficial post office of the community; for at that time it 
was the custom of the neighbours who went to Lebanon to lift 
and bring the mail intended for the gau to this house, and to 
which some member of every family in the Dale came at least 
once a week to lift their letters and newspapers, as well as to 
report and discuss all domestic and foreign affairs. The young 
people esteemed it as a great privilege to sit on the porch, or 
in the house, and listen to the stories and arguments of the 
fathers. These gatherings were marked with a certain serious- 
ness and dignity, mingled with the genial and wholesome 
humor which belong to the German race and character. No 
one who was present at any of these little companies will easily 
forget the instruction and pleasure he received, and he shall 
ever remember and cherish them with the spirit of mixed sadness 
and gratitude; of sadness because they will never return again, 
and of gratitude because they were the fountain of much ana 
enduring good. There was something beautiful in the 
simplicity, the heartiness, the sobriety, the gentleness and the 
charm of that home and age, and worthy of cultivating. 


35. The Numerous Visitors. 

The Dale and its different families were the hosts of many 
and frequent visitors from a distance and from the higher 
stations of life in Church and State. The isolation that naturally 
belonged to an agricultural community in that day when rail- 
roads were unknown, was broken with the advent of the Union 
Canal, in-1828, it brought many strangers into the gau, and the 
business and social fruits that followed were a great benefit to 
the fathers, for it brought them into communion with the 
outer and wider world, and it taught this outer world that 
sterling manhood and character could be found even among 
an humble and secluded people. These persons embraced every 
suitable opportunity to visit and to cultivate the friendship and 
confidence of the Dale. It was glad to welcome them, to render 
them the best service, and the highest honours it could com- 
mand. Among them were some who filled high positions in 
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the commonwealth, the leading professions, and in the Church, 
who enjoyed tarrying here for a season. This doubtless was 
one of the causes, as the years passed away, that gradually led 
many to forsake the homes of their ancestors, and induced them 
to seek the wider and deeper intelligence and culture that come 
from mingling with the communities, the customs, and the ac- 
tivities that sometimes may be found beyond the parental roof- 
tree. The Englishman, it is said, requires three removals in 
order to attain to his full manhood, but he is nothing more 
than the son of his forefather, the German. The son forsook 
his original name, German, and called himself Angle, after 
the contour of the district from which, in 459, he migrated to 
Britain. The German was, and is, and will always remain 
true to his original name, character and genius. 


36. The Natives in Higher Positions. 

The first persons who settled and lived in the Heilman 
gau had very few ambitions for literary and other similar 
Careers, and were content to cultivate their lands, to run their 
mills, to organize their churches, to protect their fatherland, to 
provide for their children, and this is evident from the general 
uneventfulness of their history. This does not imply that they 
were ignorant rustics, and that they neglected to keep in touch 
with the affairs of State and Church, but like true Germans, 
they were ardently attached to their homes, their kindred and 
to their religion. Among them were a considerable number 
endowed with more than ordinary gifts and powers, who were 
esteemed as such not only in their own community, but also 
by persons who filled prominent positions in public life. For 
various reasons the names of these cannot be recorded in this 
narrative. There were a number who filled lower and higher 
positions of different kinds, among which the following may be 
enumerated: ministers of the gospel, physicians, trustees of 
colleges and theological seminaries, educators, county superin- 
tendents of public schools, directors of banks and insurance 
companies, postmasters, R. R, and express agents, treasurers of 
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religious and civil bodies, military officers, scriveners, bankers, 
notary public, members of sanitary commissions, merchants, 
accountants, delegates to the Synods of their Churches, and 
numerous other minor positions which fall to the lot of respect- 
able and trustworthy persons in every community. During the 
first three or four generations, the great and constant need of 
the fathers was a sufficiency of meat, raiment and shelter, and 
education in the modern sense was out of the question. But 
while this was the case they put forth every effort, as has been 
shown, to build school houses and churches, and to promote 
the religious training® of their children, and this is praise- 
worthy. 


37. The Great Devourer. 


There is hardly any town, village, hamlet or countryside 
which does not have some eccentric character of one or the 
other sort. These persons are the source of more or less amuse- 
ment, sometimes they are the objects of ridicule, give currency 
to innumerable stories, generally have no fixed home, and whose 
coming and going are shrouded in considerable mystery. The 
Dale had such a person, who for many years traveled up and 
down and across its roads and lanes seeking food and shelter 
wherever and whenever he listed. He was tall and slender in 
body, with a cadaverous face and a shaggling gait. His highest 
enjoyment consisted in his great fondness of good edibles, he at- 
tended all public vendues and funerals far and wide, and was 
fully posted as to the day and hour when they were to be held. 
In each lapel of his coat he had stuck a number of pins, those 
on the one side indicating such vendues and funerals as had 
been held, and those on the other side indicating such as were still 
in the future. In his case this sort of memoranda or bookkeeping 
was infallible, and he was never known to make any errors 
in his reckonings. For the purpose of gaining access to the 
kitchens and tables of his many benefactors he carried and 
presented a paper certificate that he was not permitted to eat 
anything but sausages, puddings, pies and cakes, and this was 
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signed by three of the leading physicians of Lebanon, and he 
was neither slow nor bashful in displaying it when his other 
resources failed him. He was entirely harmless and his only 
concern in life was to secure large quantities of food and drink, 
to do this as frequently as possible, for it seemed that he never 
was able fully to satisfy his voracity, and housewives were 
somewhat agitated at his coming and presence. 


38. Apples and Cider and Cakes. 

There were certain features connected with the home of 
John Henry Heilman, our paternal grandfather which, while 
not strictly historical, cbncern not merely his own family and 
children but are typical of that time and generation. The people 
of that age while being very busy knew how to enjoy themselves 
to the full. The cellars of their houses were plentifully stored 
with juicy and luscious Pippin, Rambo, Bellilower, Seek-no- 
Further, Pound, Red and Grindstone apples, and with numerous 
barrels of pure, refreshing homemade cider. During the 
Christmas and Easter holidays the cheery housewives were 
not satisfied with less than a bushel or more of the best molasses 
and sugar cakes, some of them being moulded in the form of 
horses, rabbits, stars, dolls, stags and others, and these with 
apples and cider were freely offered to every caller, whether 
friend or foe. There is no baker living who can make cakes 
to equal those made by somebody’s grandmother. They were 
unusually big, had a raisin set into the centre, and were most 
eagerly sought by her children, grandchildren, and others in the 
neighbourhood. These cakes were suggested by a loving 
heart, distributed by willing hands and accompanied with a 
smiling countenance, and they were so toothsome because they 
had been sweetened with the gentle spirit of the maker. There 
always was much hurrying to and fro on Christmas mornings 
to secure some of grandmother’s famous cakes, and the child 
esteemed itself very happy whose feet could outrun those of 
the other children. They were coveted not only by the chil- 
dren, but were equally sought and enjoyed by the elders. 
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Those were days of great happiness and holiness which no 
one can perfectly picture. 
39. The Good Oldtime Kitchen. 

The kitchen of that age and people was of the most 
primitive and simple sort, where cookstoves, ranges, oil and 
gas stoves were unknown, but where ingenious housewives 
prepared the most sumptuous and nourishing dinners with no 
other helps than an open hearth fire, and iron pans on a tripod. 
All the utensils were bright and shining, the floor and wood- 
work were pqlished with soap, sand and elbow grease; the walls 
and joists and mantels were covered with tins and pans, 
dippers and gourds, ladles and straining spoons, and bags 
containing different herbs; and dinners were boiled, baked, 
stewed, fried and roasted fit for his majesty the king. Those 
who have not seen and tasted these appetizing viands have 
missed what the best chef with all his fanciful French recipes 
and modern appliances cannot prepare. The kitchen of those 
folk and time may have been somewhat -primitive and un- 
fashionable, its fare, according to our 20th century nottons 
and customs, may have been severely plain, but there can be no 
disputing of the fact that bread and butter, shnits and knep, 
mush and milk, cheese and applebutter, grout and speck, 
sausage, pudding and panhaus, chickens and waffles, apple 
fritters and flannel cakes, pork and beans, potatoes and onions, 
turnips and beets, potpie and noodle soup, corn and pan- 
cakes, custards and pies, small beer and cakes, apples and cider, 
good appetite and good digestion, make pure blood, strong 
miuscles, hardy women, contented men, healthy children, en- 
during workmen, and a stalwart and an heroic generation. The 
claim is that the food is the making of the man, and this being 
true it follows that our German ancestors must have understood 
this law, judging by the results, as these may be seen in their 
more than 5,000,000 children who have and hold and control 
the great central belt of states in our imperial American com- 
monwealth, and who shall continue to do so in the future. 
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40. The Original Heilman Home. 

On the west side of the Cat-tail Run, near the road lead- 
ing from the Dale R. R. Station, and on land now. owned by 
my brother, Samuel P. Heilman, M.D., stands the most 
venerable and precious house in the Dale. This is the house 
biilt by John Adam Heilman Ist, after his settlement here in 
the autumn of 1738. Originally it stood half a mile further 
down the valley, and was removed to this spot to be occupied 
by his grandson, John Adam Heilman 3d. It was constructed 
of logs, and originally was one story high, with falling roof 
and a small attic. The lower story was divided into three rooms, 
the kitchen, sitting room and “Die Kammer,” the sleeping room 
of ihe parents. Below this was the customary cellar for the 
storing of vegetables, meats, apples, cider and other edibles and 
household utensils. he tradition is that when John Adam Ist, 
was building it, his family was so poor that they had nothing 
‘n the form of kitchen utensils save a large wooden bowl, such 
as is used in kneading bread, and that it was employed for 
carrying water to mix the clay smeared into the openings be- 
tween the logs, and that when mealtime came it was utilized 
as a soup bowl. The modern carpenter, and the a Ja Rohrer 
housewife could hardly build houses and set dinners with 
nothing more than a wooden bowl! of this sort. But these good 
folks had very few wants, and the wit and skill to provide for 
them under the most untoward circumstances. If this venerable 
and goodly house, now 170 years old, could speak it would be 
able to tell a strange and mixed story of toil and hope, of 
poverty and contentment, and of suffering and cheerfulness, 
surpassing any its historian can indite. O! thou venerable 
house and home of godly ancestors, may the rains and snows, 
the winds and storms, and the seasons and human hands spare 
thee for yet many years, and may thy end and thy desolation 
be crowned with’ much peace and many honours. 


41. The Old Heilman Paper Mill. 


A few yards south of the above house, and on the same 
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side of the Run, stands another historical building. This is 
briefly discribed on a stone fitted into its southern wall, and is 
as. follaws:.." THIS .PAPER MILL. BUILT BY ADAM 
HETLMAN,AND CATHARINE, HIS WIFE, 1793.” The 
mill was operated from 1793 to 1835, by John Adam Heilman 
3d, called and known as “Squire Heilman,” not because 
he was a commissioned Justice, but in consequence of his being 
the general Scrivener of the Dale. This Mill formerly stood 
on the east side of the Run, and part of it forming the home 
of our parents. It is two stories high, 54 feet long, 27 feet 
wide, and was cé@nstructed of the finest white pine logs. The 
Mill required the building of a dam, for impounding the waters 
of the Cat-tail Run, and a long mill-race to conduct them 
from the dam to the mill. That John Adam Heilman 3d, 
made a good quality of paper is evident from the fact that he 
furnished the state government at Harrisburg with his products. 

The writer owns a leather-bound book printed on paper 
made at this mill. It is entitled: “Johann Hutbner’s zweymal 
zwey und finfzig auserlesene Biblische Historien aus dem 
Alten und Neuen Testamente, versehen mit 104 Kupferstichen, 
und den nothigen Register: Der Jugend zum Besten abgefasset, 
nebst Einer Vorrede des Autors. Erste Americanische Auflage. 
Harrisburg, verlegt und gedruct bey Wm. Wheit und Wm. 
Boyer, 1826.” The copper plates are very beautiful, and in a 
most excellent condition. There is an Appendix of I5 pages, 
containing a list of the original subscribers, arranged according 
to states, counties, townships and towns, and from this it ap- 
pears that the so-called dumb Dutch of that day subscribed 
for over 1,200 copies of this book. John Adam Heilman re- 
ceived payment for his paper from the printers, in part, by 
taking as many bound books as would cover the amount due 
him. For more than a hundred years this old Paper Mill has 
been a familiar landmark of the gau. During our childhood 
it was used as a storehouse with a carpenter shop, and after- 
wards transformed into a public store and dwelling, and again 
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afterwards into a tenant farmer house. One of the old workmen 
in this mill stated that he occasionally went to Reading in the 
evening on foot, and returned the following morning in time 
for his daily work, carrying a large can filled with molasses 
on his return trip. “There were giants in the earth in those 
days.” 


42. The Saw and Lath Mills. 


About 15 feet south of the spot where the old Paper Mill 
formerly stood, and at right angles with it, a large Saw Mill 
was erected by John Heilman (H. S.), in 1843. Some years 
later he also built a small Lath Mill, further south and across 
.the road, and for supplying these mills an additional dam was 
built. These Mills were designed to furnish the local needs 
for building materials of various kinds ; they attracted a growing 
number of customers. There were seasons when the Saw Mill 
was running day and night, and large quantities of lumber 
were prepared for market. The output became very extensive 
after the owner entered into an arrangement with Mark and 
Reinoehl, who at that time conducted a large lumber yard at 
Lebanon, to saw the pine lumber they required for their growing 
business. The logs were brought down the Susquehanna river 
in big rafts from Clearfield county to Middletown, and from 
thence they were towed up the Union Canal to the Dale. This 
Saw Mill could cut logs of greater length than any saw mill 
this side of Williamsport, and this enabled it to secure many 
orders. The lumber for many houses built at Lebanon at that 
time, as well as that for a number of churches and other large 
buildings, such as the North Lebanon Furnaces, was cut at 
this mill, and it had a reputation on account of its excellent 
work that extended far and wide. The narrator spent many 
of the happiest days of his boyhood working on these Saw and 
Lath Mills. The Lath Mill is now used as a carpenter shop, 
and the old and empty Saw Mill, now standing on the west 
side of the Cat-tail Run, is rapidly passing into decrepitude. 
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and the glad and golden days of its usefulness and charm are 
clean gone forever. 


43. The Old Childhood Home. 

The author of these Memorials has wandered up and 
down the sunny banks of dear old Cat-tail Run, traversed all 
the many meadows through which it flows, and into which its 
manifold branches reach, tarried at every pleasant spot to 
gather up the fragments of its history, and his heart has been 
thrilled with many memories, and touched with great sadness 
as he recalled the persons and pictures of the past, and after 
all these wanderings he has now come to the spot, than which 
there can be, for one who is walking in the evening shadows 
of life, none in all the world that is more holy, none that con- 
tains so many precious treasures that one would fondly reclaim, 
and none to which memory and affection so frequently and 
wistfully return. This is none other than the house and home 
of father and-mother, in which he was born, in which his 
childhood was passed, where Christian parents gladly and 
freely ministered to all his bodily, mental and spiritual needs: 
where every remaining nook and corner are so full of the 
most tender associations; from which some early autumnal 
morning he passed out from under the parental roof-tree, and 
was installed in a collegiate institute nearly a century of miles 
from his home, where he passed through all the tribulations 
and sorrows which such a transition implies, and which were 
the greater because he was the first to break away from the 
traditions and customs of his community, and as a consequence 
certain of his 1elatives were somewhat fearful he might go to 
the bad, and thus bring disgrace and shame to the name and 
character in which some of them took more or less of pride 
But he is deeply thankful to the heavenly Father, and glad to 
record that these fears and predictions have not been realized, 
that a considerable number have followed the footsteps of 
those who went in this direction, and thus vindicated the wise 
and excellent judgment of a father who was always kind and 
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gracious and indulgent to his children, and who is worthy of 
great and continued honour. 


44. The Dear Old Homestead. 

This old house, built 1793, was divided into two parts by 
an entrance hall, the larger of these on the south side was used 
by the Heilman Paper Mill, and the smaller on the north side 
for the family residence; and to the last, at the north end, an 
addition was afterwards built, constructed of native stone, thus 
supplying it with new sitting room, kitchen and garret. These 
were part of a group of 11 buildings, some of them being of a 
more or less public character, but they were nearly all demol- 
ished when the old Canal was enlarged. There were four 
buildings in a row: the Saw Mill, a small office, the Paper 
Mill and old Homestead, and the attachment, already noted, 
and these several buildings presented somewhat of a stately ap- 
pearance. To the east were the fields of the farm, and the 
apple orchard so common to every old homestead; to the 
south-east stood an old Schweitzer barn built 1797; to the 
south were a pig stable, granary, carriage house and the Lath 
Mill; to the north were fields, and beyond these a fine forest of 
oak and hickory trees loomed up; and to the west and in front 
of the house were beautiful meadows, a spring house, the Cat- 
tail Run, the Union Canal, a lift lock, a locktender’s house, 
the Niebling smithy, the ofd John Adam Heilman house, and 
beyond these a protecting forest. The old Homestead was sur- 
rounded with a large yard filled with the old-fashioned 
flowers, such as hollyhocks, dahlias, roses, lilies, lilacs and 
many others; then fruit trees, consisting of peaches, pears, 
plums, apricots, cherries, white and black mulberries, grapes 
and small fruits; a large vegetable garden; a well and pump; 
a fine spring under the spring house in the meadow, contain- 
ing most excellent water used for cooling milk, butter, meats 
and others. Porches adorned the front and rear of the dwelling 
house. The interior was roomy and commodious, containing 
kitchen with open fire hearth, sitting room, parlour and “Kam- 
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mer” on the first floor, and on the second floor were numerous 
guest chambers. There were two garrets, the smaller being 
used as a bedroom for the older children and servants; the 
larger one was used as a place for smoking meats, sausages 
and hams, and this room was as black as coal. The cellar had 
an open fire hearth for boiling soap, cooking applebutter, 
butchering, and a separate room for storing potatoes, cabbage, 
pumpkins, turnips, celery, with long wide shelves for housing 
apples, and under these were ranged barrels of refreshing 
cider. The old Homestead was a very dear spot, and during 
the years when the different mills were in operation it was 
the busiest and most frequented place in all the Dale. 


45. The Coming of the Railroad. 

The building of the Lebanon and Pinegrove Railroad, and 
its opening for public trafhc, March 7, 1870, led to numerous 
changes in the Dale, the chiefest of them being that for the 
third time in its history of 170 years the centre of its business 
and social life was removed, and in this instance the “Star of 
Empire,” in stead of going west, went to the east. The con- 
struction of this Railroad is so recent that very little of its 
history requires narration, save that it afforded a much wider 
opening to the people of the Dale than the opening of the 
Union Canal in 1828. To realize what a railroad means one 
must return td the age when the fathers had to haul their 
grain to Philadelphia on wagons, and when the trip consumed 
a week. The Railroad Company established a station known 
as Heilman Dale, afterwards opened telegraph and express 
offices, and the post office, which was conducted at the store 
in the old Paper Mill, was removed to the office at the station. 
Then a grain warehouse, coal yard, grist mill, creamery were 
gradually opened, and an adjoining grove fitted up for holding 
picnics, to which from 1873 to 1903 fully 125,000 persons 
came and enjoyed themselves, and finally a small hamlet has 
grown up around the station. The Dale thus came into the 
enjoyment of many of the conveniences and comforts which 
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-are regarded as a necessity to our modern civilization. All this 
brought new life and new business, and it was the more highly 
appreciated because that old waterway, the Union Canal, was 
about to be abandoned. The community was, on May 18, 1903, 
deprived by the Railroad Company of a number of the afore- 
said facilities, notably that of station agent, telegraph and ex- 
press offices and others, and what the outcome of all this shall 
be no one at this writing seems to be able to predict. 

46. The Character of These Folk. 

The humble country folk whose lands and homes were 
scattered along the Cat-tail Run and its many branches were 
inspired with ideals that are worthy of study and imitation by 
present and future generations. These were the cultivation 
of habits of industry, self-denial, honesty, frugality, friendli- 
ness, hospitality, peacefulness, contentment, simplicity, sobriety 
and of Christian piety. Beyond the deeds, agreements, releases, 
and other similar documents, the Lebanon Court House records 
contain few, if any, accounts of lawsuits, either criminal or 
civil, in which they were the plaintiffs or defendants, and this 
is commendable. They did not belong to the smart set, they 
did not read the latest fiction, but were familiar with their 
Bibles, prayer and hymn books, their sermon books and cate- 
chisms, Stark’s Handbook, Arndt’s True Christianity, 
Heubner’s Bible Stories, and other similar devotional manuals. 
They were not carried to and fro by every wind and wave of 
‘doctrine, they were honourable and trustworthy, their word and 
promise were as good as their bond, and the promoter and 
sharper found very few among them who they could claim as 
their victims and slaves. The houses and homes of these folk 
were always open to friends and strangers, their hearts and 
purses were ready at all times to respond to the calls of the 
poor and needy, no cries of the suffering or sorrowful re- 
mained unanswered, and, consequently, many persons occupy- 
ing positions of power and influence were glad to count them 
among their friends and counsellors. These sturdy folk, who 
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under the most trying circumstances laid solid and enduring 
foundations for the prosperity and happiness of their children, 
-are truly worthy of the highest honour, the greatest reverence, 
and of the sincerest gratitude, and the number of those is grow- 
ing who rejoice that the day has finally dawned when their 
heroic names and deeds are being proclaimed and crowned with 
laurel by historians, poets and painters of their own blood and 
lineage. 
47. Stories of Canal, School and Church. © 

The following stories are added to these Memorials be- 
cause they serve as pictures of the men and manners of former 
generations. 

The superintendent of the Heilman Dale division of the 

old Union Canal had his headquarters at the Water House. He 
was a man of most-excellent character, but the victim of extra- 
ordinary temper, his anger was aroused at the slightest provoca- 
tion, and at such times he would say and do some very offensive 
things. The peculiarity of his temper was that the more angry 
he became the more he laughed, and those who knew him 
could always measure the extent of his outbursts by the amount 
‘of his laughter. These outbursts, however, were of very 
short duration, they were harmless as to consequences, and 
were followed by many and profuse apologies. ‘ 
On or near Christmas it was the custom of the children to 
lock the door and bolt the shutters of the school house, in the 
morning, or at noon, while the master was absent, in order to 
extort candy and cakes from him. This was done on the day 
before Christmas at the Humberger school house, William 
Stewart, master. When he arrived in the morning and found 
it closed against him he was not slow to take in the situation. 
and to turn the tables on his naughty scholars. From a nearby 
worm fence he got a sufficient number of rails which he set 
up against the door and shutters, and imprisoned boys and 
girls until late in the afternoon, and this was the last time this 
little trick was played on their schoolmaster. 


¥rarmoe JAOIROTEIH YTMIOD wonkaas” aia 


aniwhes bas biloe Dist? eslrnguinnes it" tet 
nothlins tied to aeoniqgail bas Ginsqeorg’ ont 40% panier 

Sonrvievet teeissts off} tuonodl teodgid Slt to yithow vin Marto! : ‘oe c 
-worg et seat to redimon.olt bas sbutisrg’ jeo19onie ‘self Yo bars: 0 Se ee 
tistl} sorkw bemweb vilanit esc vib ort tprlt ssi0[st ordlw a ne 
itw berrworo bns bermislony ytisd ote ebsab bis’eomean stows 2" - 
bers bookd itive tony to righ, oe wipat — . formst ee ae 


Mow bas lode \[ariad t0-00hot2 te Vine 
od alsivomoM saat of baba og esirote gitwollo? sat Re mee 


rertiiet To eyanmn ir arg nN offt to SeriHioiq: a8 orTe2 ‘yond Saniso i sels. 
ari} ‘0 toleivib sist nshtiot att to sescincianilich oft a . nd ate 


5H sevoHl yoi We ort 38 aistteupbaod aitl bse Ian) noinU blo” ; 
erat jtelleoxs dzom to nem 6 aw rai 


-s1ixe to mitt. ort ind eae 
njovorg trenlgile st te baanors' eat yane eid reqitied Wier | 
ovienshe ‘tev deice ob bas yee) blvow of esertit ‘fone 4s brs noit nti : 
crane one oft) YeAY ep toqterst ain To ¥ shibiiroeg sAT piesa ROMER © > ae 
rit word onw saat ‘bira bertousl” “' stor rl gineced ‘of | 
inuoms silt gd etetvdivo diel to Medes oct resort eyswie Bhs" © 
wavy to sow jrevewor! eienidiue seotT 1stitgeesl aid Yor 7 
bes cis ne ot as eeslemtsnh sqw’ yor? ” noltstub Horle: rea ue 
ew) Ueptgologs sauloig: bits -yngit Yd” bowollot idadedi Sadi ie 
7 neal witty to moteno Sh asw tt anertterndtD 18901 40 nO Vs = wit | 
ot ni senor lodrloe oft to erties ont god baw wob' sdf Wor ont 
ot webto al dnoeds exw thiesm off slidw noon te 4d Sghisrrom 0" 
veb oft do seth ager eid T - rnin chomt eaolao toons “thas nots are 
sii’ senor ipolee weyediinhT edi ae “eentd | groted — Melee a 
bradt bas ‘geliren vt nt bovine od ronl'W “oes awash" ere: od 
ndoiienie sft Ht siey oF wolk jon saw off cvvirl tantege boeols si - oe 
‘dison 6 mort *.analdrise’ vtely ast id mo estdst orf mig of ie ARE ve 
joe onl rividdw alier to vedere gneisitine 6 tog ot some? mow © rs 
bas “evod ’ bonoenqenr’ bag er nate bow Foob* ont ‘saitieds qnr nia eee; 
‘aitls oes ‘teal sit. enw aim boi noorrradtts salt a benim hate LS ee, © 
“ssttainlocioe visit 0 aveiq 


DESCRIPTIVE AND HISTORICAL MEMORIALS 457 


Another teacher of the same school, David S. Raber, had 
a new and effectual method of punishing boys who indulged 
in fighting. After inquiry into a particular case, he would 
send the fighters out into a nearby grove to cut stout sticks, 
then command them to stand up in front of his desk, and re- 
quire them to give each other a sound threshing in the presence 
of the entire school. He stood near while the flagellation was 
in progress, and on the boy who failed to use his whip properly, 
the master would bring down his own stick. The onlookers 
used to enjoy this triple threshing immensely, and in a very 
short time the fighting between the boys in the Humberger 
school became one of the rarest events. 


The prayer meetings in the “Shool Hous” were always 
held on Sunday evening, and consisted of singing hymns, read- 
ing the Scriptures, and prayers by those who were moved to 
offer them. These services were conducted in the German 
language. Sometimes there was a considerable pause after 
the singing had been concluded, as no one seemed to be ready 
to pray, and then the leader would call out in loud voice, “Seid 
frei,” which had the desired effect. Among those who prayed 
in these meetings was a certain foreign German who began and 
ended nearly all his petitions with the phrase, “Grosser Gott und 
Vater in Himmel.” There were many repetitions of this in 
one of his prayers, and the irreverent youngsters used to keep 
tally on the benches, and thus make themselves guilty of 
mockery. | 

The good minister of old Hill Church while preaching one 
day said, “Stellt euch vor,’ meaning imagine to yourselves, 
but some of his hearers understood him literally, and presently 
one of them nudged his neighbour, and said, “Hans m’r solle 
uns vorstelle,’ and then a number left their seats and sur- 
rounded the altar. The minister, seeing they had misunder- 
stood his language, ceased preaching, delivered a brief Anrede 
to them, bade them return to their seats, and then continued his 
sermon. It is reported that those who “stellt” themselves “‘vor” 
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were considerably twitted by their fellows on account of their 
blunder. But this was no cause for ridicule, for the standing 
forth of these good people was a manifestation of the sincerity 
of their faith in the Gospel and its minister, and this is always 
proper and timely and Christian. 

48. The Lessons of History. 

The outcome of this pilgrimage to Heilman Dale ts a mix- 
ture of pleasure and sadness, for there are no friends like the 
companions of early youth, no country like the old and familiar 
homeland, there are no schools like the lowly “Shool: Hous,” no 
spot like the dear old childhood homestead, and there is no 
age like the golden age of our youthful dreams, but of many 
of these very little remains save their lengthening shadows and 
pleasant memories. The descendants of the men and women of 
whom these Memorials are a more or less complete record have 
many and weighty reasons to render thanksgiving and praise 
to their Lord for the manifold temporal and spiritual blessings 
that have come down to them through the patient labours, the 
heroic struggles, and the earnest piety of the fathers. In the 
German fatherland from which they fled they had been robbed 
of every other possession save that of their free and unconquer- 
able souls, and many of them were so greatly impoverished and 
poor on landing at Philadelphia, that they were sold like slaves 
in order to pay for their transportation from the old to what in 
due time was to become their new fatherland in America. But 
being armoured with prayer, faith, hope and love they went to 
work in the mighty wilderness, built their log cabins and barns, 
cleared away the forests, prepared and tilled their lands, wore 
homespun and homemade clothing, ate coarse and plain food, 
reared large families, endured many and great hardships, lived 
a pure and simple life, were attached to their vocations, were 
helpful and faithful to their neighbours, toiled in the hope of 
a better day, were loyal to their adopted country, erected their 
churches and school houses, feared and served their Lord, 
gradually transformed the solitary wilderness and wastes into 
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beautiful meadows, fruitful fields and pleasant gardens, finally 
- passed to their everlasting reward, bequeathed their possessions 
to their children, and left behind them a stainless character and 
a fragrant name, which last remain and grow brighter with 
the passing years, and constitute their chief and crowning 
honour and glory. The time has come when their children 
must awaken and bestir themselves if they would save the rem- 
nants of this golden and glorious heritage. 

The foregoing among other things are worthy a being 
remembered, deserving of record, and challenging attention 
and affection on the part of the present and future generations. 
The final and great lesson which these Memorials of the heroic 
founders and patient builders of Heilman Dale inculcates, is that 
all, as far as able, must strive to labour and to suffer for the 
things that shall work together for the greater good and glory 
of their kindred, their community, their fatherland, their 
church, and of their divine and adorable Lord. 


“Blessed we sometimes are! and I am now 
Happy in quiet feelings: for the tones 

Of a most pleasant company of friends 
Were in my ear but now, and gentle thoughts 
From spirits whose high character I know; 
And I retain their influence, as the air 
Retains the softness of departed day!” 
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